
SYSTEM WEBINAR SUMMARY:  
ADVANCING CA’s ECONOMY (April 2024) 

This webinar focused on ways that the California Community Colleges (CCC) contribute to 
the advancement of the state’s economy, and the critical importance of advocating for  
budget investments to support our work. Guest presenters included Assemblymember 
Dawn Addis, Cheryl Aschenbach of the CCC Academic Senate, Manuel Pérez of the Chief 
Student Services Officers Association, and Chanelle Win of the CCC Student Senate. 

How Do CCCs Contribute to California’s Economy? 

• The CCC system is the backbone of California’s economy, responsible for an annual 
economic impact of $128 billion. 

• Our colleges provide access to all Californians to education and training that can 
help them secure jobs with family-sustaining wages. 

• The 116 colleges in the system are critical to the state’s ability to reach the goal of 
the Legislature and Governor that 70% of Californians have a college credential. 

• The CCC is the lowest funded higher education system on a per student basis, 
making any potential budget cut for 2024-25 devastating for students, local 
communities, and the state’s economy. 

• While California is facing huge budget deficits over the next several years, we must 
advocate for the importance of maintaining the state’s commitments to students 
and making targeted investments that can expand the system’s economic impact. 

What are 10 Ways to Advance Our Economy Through CCCs? 

• Maintain the system’s funding and protect the state’s commitments to students by: 
1. Supporting the proposed $60 million investment in nursing career pathways 

to ensure the CCC can develop a trained a culturally competent nursing 
workforce for a state where half of nurses start at a community college. 

2. Strengthening workforce investments to support the Governor’s Master 
Plan for Career Education through programs such as the California 
Apprenticeship Initiative and High-Road Training Partnerships. 

3. Providing the proposed cost-of-living increase to help address inflationary 
pressures on wages and other operating costs and allow our colleges to 
maintain existing programs and services. 

4. Fully funding the Cal Grant Equity Framework to ensure that CCC students 
have equitable access to the financial aid that is essential to their success.
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https://cccconfer.zoom.us/rec/play/Qtu2-gyha_CvqQKbgyNmit_Jd2PeeB-7agnfqlXFWsSh1qhoVTaOBTXBao9g54IuGRIeyonMe6Py9Z1_.KfxMWHS1XvUREiCI?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1712160088000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcccconfer.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FWTZAHlQ9-Vf8KlD88bAie0Rtg5fXof1R9LF3URs1bWJ1CDXho4SZ370BvaCzShbB.Ucxu4LF4fKJ6FeAB%3FstartTime%3D1712160088000
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/general/ccc-1819-factsheet-final-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=7CDDA5C64AA700B8362871437454C2F0AD9C6F58
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Higher-Education-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/report/2024_Joint-Analysis-Governors-Budget.pdf?la=en&hash=869B806DA3DBEE3BD6662BD8CF8D1D2518A25525
https://careereducation.gov.ca.gov/master-plan-engage/
https://careereducation.gov.ca.gov/master-plan-engage/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/cal_grant_equity_framework_memo.pdf?1652125341#:%7E:text=The%20Cal%20Grant%20Equity%20Framework%20calls%20for%20the,California%20Community%20Colleges%20%28CCC%29%20and%20four-year%20institutions%2C%20respectively.
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5. Investing in much-needed affordable student housing projects by following 
through on the state’s commitment to a statewide lease revenue bond that 
would support 19 approved CCC projects and 70 approved planning grants, 
which together would result in nearly 5,000 beds for low-income students. 

• Double the impact of the CCC through several targeted investments in: 
6. Ensuring equitable access to financial aid through AB 1885, which would 

allow students with disabilities who have a full-time accommodation 
through DSPS to qualify for the Student Success and Completion Grant. 

7. Providing a secure and responsive data infrastructure through technology 
upgrades and investment in the e-Transcript system. 

8. Supporting credit for prior learning initiatives that can lower time to degree 
through infrastructure and professional development. 

9. Allocating funds from the potential climate bond on the November ballot to 
support CCC climate workforce programs and microgrids at our colleges 
that would allow us to serve as hubs during natural disasters. 

10. Allocating an equitable share of funds from November’s potential 
educational facilities bond to the CCC to ensure that our classrooms, labs, 
and other facilities receive much-needed repairs and maintenance. 

How are Constituency Groups Prioritizing CCC Advocacy? 

• The Academic Senate is focused on continued investment in career education and 
workforce development to facilitate critical partnerships across colleges and 
between colleges and industries across the state. Expensive equipment and 
smaller class sizes are often critical to career education programs. The proposed 
nursing investment and SB 8905 are essential to the partnerships needed to 
address workforce shortages and ensure care for the state’s aging population. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1885
https://www.kqed.org/science/1991836/can-californias-climate-bond-weather-the-storm-of-state-deficits
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/College-Finance-and-Facilities-Planning/Affordable-Student-Housing/FAQ-Amended-2023-Budget-Act-and-Trailer-Bill
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• Student services professionals are focused on continued funding for critical 
supports essential to serving marginalized student communities. Of note, identity 
verification efforts are key to smoothing enrollment processes, as is addressing the 
current challenges with financial aid related to FAFSA simplification. 

• Student leaders are focused on ensuring student access to the classes they need to 
make progress and complete, and on funding that supports students’ basic needs. 
Protecting investments in affordable student housing is of particular concern. 

What Can Colleges Do to Support Advocacy Efforts? 

• Sign the system’s budget coalition letter by Friday, April 12th by emailing your logo 
to dobrien@cccco.edu! 

• Provide legislative testimony or letters of support for AB 1885 and AB 1891. 
• Reach out to your local Assembly and Senate members to share your stories and 

help them understand the work we do to support student and the state economy. 

https://ccleague.org/sites/default/files/pdf/state-advocacy/january_2024-25_budget_letter.pdf
mailto:dobrien@cccco.edu
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1885
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1891
https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
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