
 

August 21, 2020 – COVID-19 Update No. 89 

Diagnostic medical sonography students at Mt. San Jacinto College's Menifee Valley Campus for the first day of the fall 2020 semester (left to right) included Ruby 
Aquino of Menifee, Andrea Garcia of Murrieta, Justin Jones of Corona and Audrey Wong of Hemet. The Career Education class is one of the few that will be held in 
person this semester at MSJC. About 98 percent of MSJC's courses are being held online this fall due to the pandemic.  

The COVID-19 Special Update publishes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

STATE AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE/EXECUTIVE ORDERS/NEWS  

Gov. Gavin Newsom, along with fire and emergency officials, today gave an update on the deadly 
wildfires burning across the state. The governor said there are now 560 lightning-sparked active fires 
in California, including 18 new fires since yesterday. Statewide more than 770,000 acres, roughly the 
size of Rhode Island, are burning. Stay informed on the wildfire season with CalOES, CAL FIRE and 

ListosCA. There’s also terrific information on how to prepare for wildfires in your area on the Ready for Wildfire 
website. 

You can watch today’s update here or on Gov. Newsom’s Twitter page and the California Governor Facebook page.  

Turning to the coronavirus pandemic, California now has 650,336 confirmed cases of COVID-19, resulting in 11,821 
deaths. The number of COVID-related deaths increased by 1.2 percent from Wednesday's total of 11,686. 

The state has performed 10.3 million tests; the rate of positive tests over the past 14 days decreased slightly to 6.5 
percent. 

You can find more information on the state’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic on California’s COVID-19 website. 

The World Health Organization today warned a coronavirus vaccine alone won’t end pandemic: ‘We cannot go back to 
the way things were.’ 

New figures from the CDC highlight a stark disparity: Deaths among minorities during the crisis have risen far more 
than they have among whites. 

More evidence the U.S. economy is still struggling: The number of workers applying for unemployment climbed back to 
more than 1 million last week after two weeks of declines. It’s a more positive outlook at the state level as California’s 
unemployment rate improved slightly to 13.3 percent in July. 

‘A collision of crises:’ How Californians are dealing with the heat, smoke and virus. 

  

https://apnews.com/f2b421d9c899fec0c07a35060f4b00ff
https://apnews.com/f2b421d9c899fec0c07a35060f4b00ff
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/
https://www.listoscalifornia.org/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBzQaQt2WO0&feature=youtu.be
https://twitter.com/CAgovernor?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/CAgovernor/
https://update.covid19.ca.gov/
https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/21/who-warns-a-coronavirus-vaccine-alone-will-not-end-pandemic.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/08/19/coronavirus-covid-live-updates-us/
https://apnews.com/a8e3244c77bcaf31efc826bbbe4a9d19
https://apnews.com/bcab5f132b190c5c2b61a750cce33343
https://www.edd.ca.gov/newsroom/unemployment-august-2020.htm
https://calmatters.org/environment/2020/08/california-central-valley-heat-smoke-virus/


SYSTEM GUIDANCE/NEWS 

The Chancellor’s Office is committed to keeping everyone informed during this uncertain time. We 
encourage administrators, faculty, staff and students to regularly check the Chancellor’s Office COVID-
19 resource page and the Chancellor’s Office Communications to Colleges section for ongoing 
executive orders, guidance memos and announcements. Current and prospective students can also 

get connected with their local college to find out specific resources and support services available as well as enroll in 
their local community college. 

  

BEST PRACTICES 

We invite you to join the biweekly Chancellor’s Office System Webinars as we pivot our focus from 
providing COVID-19 related updates, toward tools and resources to make progress on the Vision for 
Success. Our webinars will continue to feature campus leaders and best practices from colleges and 
districts. The next webinar is scheduled for Wednesday, September 2 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  

ICYMI: College practitioners can find a recording of this week’s system webinar at this link or on the Vision Resource 
Center. Wednesday’s webinar served as a follow up to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office Call to Action 
and featured California community college leaders presenting structural changes, tools and dialogue to help campuses 
prioritize an anti-racist campus culture.  

The California Virtual Campus-Online Education Initiative (CVC-OEI) offers a number of online events to continue to 
help faculty and staff with the transition to virtual learning. You can find all upcoming events on the CVC-OEI Events 
page. For online instruction support requests, please contact CVC-OEI.  

  

STUDENT SUPPORTS  

We know students are looking for extra support during this trying time. We have compiled a list of 
mental health and other support services available to students and we’ll continue to share them on a 
daily basis. 

  With new COVID-19 measures, it’s now easier than ever for eligible California community college students to sign up 
and receive FREE money every month from CalFresh to help buy groceries. The average eligible student receives 
$150 each month and it only takes a couple of minutes to apply. Call 1-877-847-3663 (FOOD) or click here to fill out 
an application. 

  If students have Medi-Cal and are in need of mental health services, they can call the number on their health plan 
membership card, or call their local county mental health line. For help finding what services are covered, call 
the Medi-Cal Managed Care and Mental Health Office of the Ombudsman at 888-452-8609 Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

  If you are concerned about a family in need of food or assistance, or you need resources yourself, call 211, contact 
your local non-profit Family Resource Center, or apply for public benefits, which may include health care, cash aid, 
and food and nutrition assistance, through your county’s Social Services or Health and Human Services 
department. 

  Resources, tools, and trainings regarding health, mental health, wellness, basic needs and more designed for 
California community college students, faculty and staff are available on the California Community Colleges Health 
& Wellness website. Specific COVID-19 resources are available on the home page. 

  Wellness Central is a free online health and wellness resource that is available 24/7 in your space at your pace. 

  Each Mind Matters offers resources, tools and activation kits for mental health. 

  The California Youth Crisis line runs 24 hours a day, seven days a week: 800-843-5200. The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline provides confidential assistance to anyone in crisis and their loved ones through a live chat and 
free 24-hour hotline at 800-273-8255. You can also text COURAGE to the Crisis Text Line at 741741.  

  Our LGBTQ students can also contact the Trevor Project by calling 1-866-488-7386 or text START to 678678 for 24/7 
information. The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender National Hotline is available from 1:00 – 9:00 p.m. at  
1-800-273-8255. Or call or text the Victims of Crime Resource Center at  1-800-842-8467 for help.  

  

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine is on track for regulatory review In October. 

For students with disabilities, schools say they have to do better in the fall. 

A group of eye care professionals is warning parents about potential eye strain for students as many 
return to online school this fall. Here are some ways to avoid it. 

Concerned about the smoky skies lingering over much of the state? Here’s good information on how to cope. 

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus/co-communications-to-colleges
http://www.icontact-archive.com/archive?c=1735093&f=26185&s=27124&m=138190&t=3b7d82de0640aba6b6bf21a71a8230cb53121a7575efdd1a578a6ad60588c385
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/rec/share/wel6JK3T13tLY7OVtmOcWIccNZz5T6a8g3RIqaUJnh4hY6uMIDbB8v6D3YFxRBCB?startTime=1597852805000
https://visionresourcecenter.cccco.edu/
https://visionresourcecenter.cccco.edu/
https://cvc.edu/events/
https://cvc.edu/events/
mailto:support@cvc.edu
https://students.getcalfresh.org/?source=ccc
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov%2Findividuals%2FPages%2FMHPContactList.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CJanne.Olson-Morgan%40osg.ca.gov%7C122307be91754d12e5dc08d7d984f958%7C265c2dcd2a6e43aab2e826421a8c8526%7C0%7C0%7C637217037446186621&sdata=mjxnoz%2Fzow8IlNWcxbFu%2FE7oJVLJQ9nswbDPCCg3mGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov%2Fservices%2FMH%2FPages%2Fmh-ombudsman.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CDonna.Ures%40dhcs.ca.gov%7Ccbb44eea98e4465e115108d7d2670e20%7C265c2dcd2a6e43aab2e826421a8c8526%7C0%7C0%7C637209212363631420&sdata=X3lfVEQUz6Sg69xxfgRxPmzBVePA1ek0pGA8yuz7jYg%3D&reserved=0
tel:1-888-452-8609
tel:211
http://www.frcnca.org/frcnca-directory/
http://www.benefitscal.org/
http://www.benefitscal.org/
https://www.cccstudentmentalhealth.org/
https://www.cccstudentmentalhealth.org/
https://cvc.edu/wellness/
https://www.eachmindmatters.org/may2020/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.iheart.com/content/2020-08-21-pfizers-covid-19-vaccine-on-track-for-regulatory-review-in-october/?mid=459994&rid=95786743&sc=email&pname=newsletter&cid=NATIONAL&keyid=National%20iHeart%20Daily%20NewsTalk&campid=headline1_readmore
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/21/902141314/for-students-with-disabilities-schools-say-they-have-to-do-better-in-the-fall?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_source=twitter.com
https://www.sacbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article245119670.html
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/qa-how-protect-yourself-and-wildfire-smoke?utm_source=fiat-lux&utm_medium=internal-email&utm_campaign=article-general&utm_content=text


  

TIP OF THE DAY 

Online courses allow you to learn whenever, wherever, and however works best for you, making it easier to earn your 
degree or certificate while balancing work and family commitments. Read more about developing skills for effective 
online learning.  

More Tips of the Day 

Did you get this from someone else? Sign up to receive the COVID-19 Special Update under ‘Subscribe and Connect.’ 

 

       

Brought to you by the Chancellor’s Office, Office of Communications and Marketing 
1102 Q Street, Sacramento, CA 95811 | 916.445.8752 

  

  

 

https://cvc.edu/keeplearning/
https://cvc.edu/keeplearning/
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus/students/pro-tip-archive
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/CACommColleges
https://twitter.com/calcommcolleges?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/californiacommunitycolleges/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CACommunityColleges
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