California MEMORANDUM

. October 19, 2026
Community
Colleges WED 26-72 | Via Email
TO: California Community College Chief Executive Officers

Chief Instructional Officers

Chief Student Services Officers
Financial Aid Directors

Institutional Research Professionals
Workforce Development Leaders

FROM: Chris Ferguson, Executive Vice Chancellor of Finance and Strategic Initiatives

RE: Workforce Pell Application Expected Opening October 21,2026
Chancellor's Office Notification Requirement and Application Support Webinar

Overview

The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) is expected to open the Workforce Pell application
portal on Oct. 21, 2026, for eligible institutions seeking approval to participate in the Workforce
Pell program.

To ensure statewide coordination, alignment with state and federal requirements, and timely
support throughout the review process, all California Community Colleges must notify the
Chancellor's Office prior to submitting a Workforce Pell application on the CSAC portal.

Colleges planning to apply are strongly encouraged to review the notification requirements below
and participate in the upcoming application webinar.

Chancellor's Office Notification Requirement
Prior Notification to the Chancellor's Office Required

Before submitting an application to CSAC for Workforce Pell eligibility, colleges must notify the
Chancellor's Office of their intent to apply.

Pursuant to California Education Code § 69872(c)(2), the Chancellor's Office is responsible for
coordinating the submission of Workforce Pell applications on behalf of California Community
Colleges to improve efficiency, support application quality, and eliminate duplicative
submissions.

Notification should be submitted via Alchemer survey before submitting an application on the
CSAC portal and should include sufficient information for the Chancellor's Office to understand
the proposed program and provide technical assistance, as needed.

Submit Notification To:

Workforce Pell Alchemer Survey

Chancellor’s Office, Workforce and Economic Development Division

1102 Q Street, Sacramento, CA 95811 | 916.445.8752 | www.cccco.edu
A11Y 10/21/26


https://www.cccco.edu
https://california.public.law/codes/education_code_section_69872
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/9057607/WorkforcePellInterest
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Workforce Pell Application Webinar

To support colleges in preparing strong applications, CSAC will host an informational webinar
that provides a walkthrough of the application process, submission requirements, and key
considerations.

Webinar Date: Oct. 20, 2026, from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Registration Today: Webinar Registration - Zoom

Audience: College leadership, financial aid, institutional research, and other staff involved in
local application development.

Topics will include the following:

e Workforce Pell Grant Program and California’s implementation
e Eligibility requirements

e Application components

e Documentation expectations

e Common questions and considerations

e Chancellor's Office coordination process

e Question-and-answer session

Next Steps

Colleges interested in pursuing eligibility to offer Workforce Pell should:

Review the Workforce Pell eligibility requirements, Federal FAQ, and CSAC FAQ.

Identify programs that may qualify for participation.

Register for and attend the CSAC Oct. 20, 2026, webinar.

Notify the Chancellor's Office prior to application submission.

Submit applications through the CSAC Workforce Pell portal, expected to open on Oct. 21,
2026.

Mhwhe

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to our team via email at
WorkforcePell@CCCCO.edu.

Thank you,

The Chancellor's Office Workforce Pell Team

cc: Anthony Cordova, Vice Chancellor of Workforce and Economic Development
Renee Craig Marius, Vice Chancellor of Student Services and Support
Terrence Willet, Associate Vice Chancellor of Research and Data
Cheri Fortin, Dean of Workforce and Economic Development
Alison Beer, Dean of Educational Services and Support
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https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vE71oyLuQtWKQUELKNLPsw#/registration
https://csac-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vE71oyLuQtWKQUELKNLPsw#/registration
mailto:WorkforcePell@CCCCO.edu
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Appendix: Additional Resources

1. Chancellor’s Office Guidance Memo - Workforce Pell Grant: Program Eligibility and College
Preparation

2. Chancellor’s Office Webinar - Workforce Pell Readiness: Aligning People, Programs, and
Processes

3. Federal Workforce Pell FAQ - FederalWorkforcePellFAQs.pdf

4. California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) Workforce Pell FAQ - CA Workforce Pell Grant
Program FAQ

5. Eligibility requirements - Workforce Pell Grant Program | California Student Aid
Commission
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https://www.cccco.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/wed-26-58-workforce-pell-grant-provisional-program-eligibility-and-college-preparation-a11y.pdf
https://www.cccco.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/wed-26-58-workforce-pell-grant-provisional-program-eligibility-and-college-preparation-a11y.pdf
https://cccco.zoom.us/rec/play/zC6Y9Y6j9zqDYPNGjdUqeJQ_0NewCovyGQeVOnh0epvBnNW3OT9lxHljlf1g7U6jVltgylKjzZV-6Ndp.BRVpuAjiRzEWwYJw?accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&oldStyle=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcccco.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FlVphvIZvnZ_FWYJ9L1pJbo9R35vurE3c05hdXYRwJJxvyYgx6fRqukvi1E3bNGWO.tPn1ufs1dlsrHkQS
https://cccco.zoom.us/rec/play/zC6Y9Y6j9zqDYPNGjdUqeJQ_0NewCovyGQeVOnh0epvBnNW3OT9lxHljlf1g7U6jVltgylKjzZV-6Ndp.BRVpuAjiRzEWwYJw?accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&oldStyle=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcccco.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FlVphvIZvnZ_FWYJ9L1pJbo9R35vurE3c05hdXYRwJJxvyYgx6fRqukvi1E3bNGWO.tPn1ufs1dlsrHkQS
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-10/WorkforcePellFAQs.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/workforce-pell-program-faq.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/workforce-pell-program-faq.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/workforce-pell
https://www.csac.ca.gov/workforce-pell
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