
The Honorable Mike Fong 
Chair, Assembly Higher Education Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 5650 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Subject: AB 1829 — Support 

Dear Chair Fong, 

On behalf of , I am pleased to express our strong support for AB 1829. 
Your bill strengthens and expands access to the CalWORKs Recipient Education Program 
(REP) at California Community Colleges, helping student parents and low-income families 
succeed in higher education and move toward long-term economic stability. 

Constraints in existing law do not align with the needs of students in CalWORKS REP. Only a 
small portion of funds can be used to assist student with basic needs and requiring employers 
to pay a portion of work study wages denies students off campus opportunities.   

AB 1829 will improve how colleges identify, serve, and support CalWORKs students by 
reinforcing access to critical wraparound services such as childcare, counseling, case 
management, work-study, and coordination with county partners. These supports are 
essential for student parents balancing academics, employment, and family responsibilities, 
and they play a proven role in improving persistence, completion, and workforce outcomes. 

Community colleges are uniquely positioned to advance economic mobility, and AB 1829 
ensures CalWORKs students can fully benefit from the education and training that lead to 
family-sustaining careers. Strengthening REP is an investment in students, their children, and 
California’s workforce and economy. 

For these reasons, we respectfully urge your continued leadership and support for AB 1829. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

A11Y 3/6/26
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