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Final Revisions to Title 5, Section 55063. Minimum
Requirements for the Associate Degree (Ethnic Studies
Requirement)

SECTION 55063 OF ARTICLE 6 OF SUBCHAPTER 1 OF CHAPTER 6 OF
DIVISION 6 OF TITLE 5 OF THE CALIFORN!A CODE OF REGULATIONS IS
REPEALED AND ADOPTED TO READ:

m-rathematiesrand-whe-has-sath sﬁaet&HWeem«ale%ed-aHeast—GG—semesfeeﬁwwee
grartervhits-of-degree-applicablecreditcourse-werk{as-defined-insection55082{ah
which-falls-into-the-categeries-described-in-section 55662-A-college-may-alseaceept
toward-satistaction-ofthis-requirement-courses-that were-notcompletedaia-California
community-college-that-would reasenably-be-expected-to-meectorexceed-the standards-ef
seetion-56002{a).
Effective-foraltstudentsadmittedto-a-community-collegefor-the Fall 2019-term-or-any
term-thereaftercompetence-tn-written-expressionshat-be-demenstrated-by-obtaininga
satisfacterygradein-an-English-courseat-thelevelofthecourse typically known-as
Freshman-Composition{eitherFreshman-Composition-oranetherEnglish-courseatthe
same-teveland-with-the-samerigorapproved-locathy-orby-demenstratingcompeteney
thatis-comparable-to-satisfacterycompletionofthespecified-Englishcourse - determined
tocally-Satistactorycompletion-ofan-English-course-atthe levelof Freshman-Compositien

shallsatishr-beth-thiscompeteney-requirement-and-the-cotrseworkrequirement set-forth
Hsubdivistorte (B -efthis-section:

Effective-forattstudents-admittedto-acommunity-college forthe Fall2019-term-orany
term-thereatter;competence-in-mathematiesshallbe-demeonstrated by obtaininga
satisfactorygrade-ira-mathematics cotrse-atorabove thelevelofthecotrse-typically
known-astrtermediate-Algebra-{eitherlntermediate-Algebra-eranother-mathematics
eourse at-orabove-thesamelevelrwith-the samerigorandwith-Elementary-Algebraasa
prereqisite;approved-locatly)-orby-demenstrating-competency-thatis-comparable te
satisfactorycompletion-ofa-mathematies course-at orabeve- the levelof-the course
typicaly-known-asintermediateAlgebra; determined-locally-Satisfactorycompletion-of-a
mathematicscourse-ator-above thelevel of lntermediateAMgebrashallsatisfy-beth-this
competeneyrequirementand-the-coursework-requirementset-forth-in-subdivision

B aHDMH - of this-section:

Fhe-cormp e%eﬂeweqw{emeﬁts#%wﬁteweweﬁﬁﬂ—&ﬁd—ma%hematﬁmmbem&
by-ebtaining-a-satistactory-grade-trcotrsesin-English-and-mathematiestaught-inoren
behalf-of otherdepartmentsond-disciphnesrandwhichsas-determined-by-thelocal
geverning-boardrequireentranceskillsat-a-level-equivalent to-those neeessaryfor



Freshman-Compesition-andintermediate-Algebra respectivelyRequirementsfor
demonstrating-competeney-inreadingshat-belocally-determineds

The-required-60-semesteror 90-quarterunits-of-course work-mustbefulfilledina
curricutum-acceptedtoward-the-degreebya-cellege withinthe-districtfasshownin-its
eatalogl-t-must-includeat-leasti8-semesteror 27 quarterunits-in-general-education-and
atteastlSsemesteror2F-guarterunits-tn-a-majororarea-ofemphasis-aspreseribed-in
thﬁ%@eﬁ&ﬁ—@ﬁhﬁeta%ﬁﬁ%é&ﬁ%ﬂ%&%ﬁ%&@%@ﬁeﬁe%ﬂfmﬁemmw&be
completedinresidenceatthe-eollege grantingthe-degreeExceptions-te-residence
requirements-for-the-associate-degree may-be-made by the-governingboard-when-it
determines-thataninjustice-orunduec-hardship-would be placed-onthestudent:
taj-Reguirementsfora-majororarea-ofemphasis:
related-disciplines;-as-listed-in-thecommunity-colleges “Taxonomy-of Programs; or in-ar
area-of-emphasis-tavolvingtowerdivision-coursework-which-preparesstudentsfor-a-field
of study-or-fora-specific-majoratthe Yniversity-of-California-or-the-Galifornia-State
University:

2y Eftectiveforattstudentsadmitted to-a-communitycollegeforthe-Fall 2009 term-orany
term-thereaftereach-course-counted-teward-the unitreguirement-of this-subdivision
rrustbe-completed-with-a-grade-of G-or better-ota“Prif the-course-istaken-on-aipass-no

{by-Generalt EducationRegtirements:

{H-Studentsrecetvingan-associate-degree-shall-completea-minimum-of- 18-semesteror27
guarterunits-of general-education-covrsewerkwhich-includesa-minimum-of three

semester-or-fourguarterunitsin-each-ofthe-areasspecifiedinparagraphs-{(A+-{Brand

{Sranrd-the-sameminimum-in-each-part-of paragraph-(B-Theremainderofthe unit
requirementis-alse-to-be-selectedfrom-among these-four-divisions-of tearning-oras
determined-by-local-opton
{AF-Natural-Seiences-Coursesinthenatural scienees-are thesewhich-examine the-physieal
driverserts-tifeforms;and-itsneturalphenomena—Fo-satisfy-the generaleducation
requirementinnaturatsciencesra-courseshell-be-desigred-to-help-thestudent develop
an-appreciationand-understanding-of the seientific methedand-encourage-an
understandingof therelationships-betweenseienee-and-otherhuman-activities—This
category-would-ineludeintroductory-orintesrative-coursesin-astronomy; bietogy;
chemistry-general-physical-scienecergeology; meteorelogyroceanography;physical
geography;-physicalanthropeology, physiesand otherseientificdiseiplines:
{B}Secial-and-Behavioral-Sciences-Coursesinthesociat-and-behavioral scienecesare
these-whichfocus-on-peopleasmembers-ofseciety-To-satisfy the-general-education
regirementinsecialand-behavioral-seiences; a-course shat-be-designed-to-developan
awareness-ofthe-method-ofinguiryr-used-by the seciatand-behavioral seiencest-shalt-be
designedteo-stimulateeritical-thinkingabeout-the-ways-people actand-haveactedin



responseto-thelrsocietiesand-should-promete-appreciation-of how societies andsocial
sitbgrotps-operate—This-categorpweotld-inetude-inrtroductor-orintegrative survey
coursesin-eutturalanthropologyeultoral geegraphyeconemiesrhistoryrpolitical
scieneepsycholegy;secielogyendrelated disciplines:
tEHHurmantties-Coursesinthe - humanitiesare these which-study-the-cultural-activities
angartisticexpressions-ef-human-beings—To-satishr-the-gpenerateducationrequirementin
the-humanities;aceurse shatl-bedesigred-te-help-thestudentdevelop-an-awareness of
the-waysirwhichrpeeple-througheut-the-agesandin-differenteuttures-haveressonded-to
themselvesend-the-werld-areund-them-tr-artisticand-culturalereationand-help-the
student-develop-aestheticunderstandingand-an-ablity te-makevatuefudgments-Sueh

- courses-could-includeintroductoryorintegrativecoursesintheartsfereign-languages;
tterature; philesophyand-religion:

{by-Language-and-Rationality-Courses-in-languase andrationatity-are those-whieh
develop-forthestudent-theprinciples-and-applications-oflanguage toward-togical
theughtclear-and-precise-expressionand-eriticalevaltuation-ofcommunicationin
whateversymbelsysternthe-student-uses-Such-coursesinetude;

{H-English-Compesition—Coursesfulfilling-the-written-compositionrequirementshallbe
designed-to-include-both-expositoryand-argumentative writing-Sueh-cotrsesray-be
taught-in-diseiplines-such-asrbutneotlimited-tos English-and-English-as-a-Second
tanguages

Hir-Communicationand-Analytical Fhinking-Courses-fulfittngthe-communicationand
anatyticatthinkingrequirementincluding but-not-imited-to-oralcommunication;
mathermaties;and-guantitativereasoning-such-as-logic;statisticscomputerlanguages
{2}-Ethrie-Studies-witlbe offered-in-atleastene-of theareasreguired-by-subdivision-{1-

{e-White-acotrse-mightsatish-more than-one-general-educationrequirementy H-may-not
be-eounted-more-than-oncefor-these purposes—A-coursemay-beusedtosatisfy-both-a
generateducationrequirermentand-a-majororarca-of-emphasisrequirement-Whether it
may-be-counted-againfora-different-degreerequirementisa-matterfor cach-eollegeteo
determine-Stidents may-use-the-same-course-to-meeta-generateducationrequirement
forthe-associate-degrecand-topartiatlysatishya-general educationrequirementatthe

- California-State-University-or-Universibyrof-Californiaif sueh-course isaceepted-by that

{d}For-thepurpese-ef-thissection;satisfactorily completed®reans-eithercreditearned
of-a-pass-ho-pass-basis-era-grade-point-average-of 2:0-orbetterincommunity-college
erediteoursesinthe-currettumupeonwhich-the-degreeishased:

?%G-l—and—'#e%%—Edﬂea%H—Ged-e

§ 55063, Minimum Reguirements for the Asscciate Degrea,




(ajThe governing board of a community college district shall confer the associate degree
upon a student who has met all requirements of this section.

(B) General unit requirements.

(1) The associate degree requires satisfactory comptetion of at least 60 semester units or
90 quarter units of degree-applicable credit course work accepted by the degree-granting
college, Courses completed at other institutions that meet or exceed the standards of the
California Community Colleges may be counted toward associate degree unit
requirements. At least 12 semester or 18 quarter units must be completed in residence at 7
the degree-granting college, unless the governing board excuses this requirement to
alleviate injustice or undue hardship.

(2} “Satisfactory completion” means either credit earned on a “pass-no pass” basis, or
with a grade point average of 2,0 or better in the associate degree community college
credit courses.

{c) Major or area of emphasis requirement,

(1) Aminimum of 18 semester units or 27 guarter units must be taken in a single
discipline, or related disciplines, as listed in the community college’s “Taxonomy of
Programs,” or in an area of emphasis involving lower division coursework to prepare
students for a field of study or major at the University of California, or the California State
University.

(2) For all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2009 term or any term
thereafter, each course counted toward the unit requirement of this subdivision must be
completed with a grade of C or better or a “P” if the course is taken on a “pass-no pass”
basis,

~(d) General Education Requirements. A minimum of 18 semester units or 27 quarter units
of general education coursework must be completed in the areas described in this
subdivision (d), or as otherwise determined by the degree-grantinge college.

(1) Natural Sciences. Courses in the natural sciences examine the physicat universe. its life
forms, and its natural phenomena. Such courses help students appreciate and
understand the scientific method, and understand the relationships between science and
other human activities. This category includes introductory or integrative courses in
astronomy. biology, chemistry, general physical science, geology, meteorology,
oceanography, physical geogranhy, physical anthropology, physics, and other scientific
disciplines. A minimum of three semester or four quarter units must be completed in this
area.

(2) Social and Behavioral Sciences. Courses in the social and behavioral sciences focus on
people as members of society. Such courses develop awareness of the method of inquiry
used by the social and behavioral sciences. They stimulate critical thinking about the
ways people act and have acted in response to their societies, and promote appreciation
of how societies and social subgroups operate. This category includes introductory or
integrative survey courses in cultural anthropology, cultural geography, economics,




history, political science, psychology, sociology, and related disciplines. A minimum of
three semester or four quarter units must be completed in this area.

(3) Humanities. Courses in the humanities study the cultura! activities and artistic
expressions of human beings, Such courses develop awareness of the ways in which
people throughout the ages, and in different cultures, respond to themselves and the
world around them in artistic and cultural creation, and develop aesthetic understanding
and an ability to make value judgments. Such courses include introductory or integrative
courses in the arts, foreign languages, literature, philosophy, and religion. A minimum of
three semester or four quarter units must be completed in this area.

(4) Language and Rationality. Courses in language and rationality develop the principles
and applications of language toward logical thought, clear and precise expression, and
critical evaluation of communication in whatever symbol system the student uses. This
inciudes courses in both English Composition, and Communication and Analvtical
Thinking as follows:

{A) English Composition. Courses fulfilling the written composition requirement include
both expository and argumentative writing, and may be taught in disciplines including,
but not limited to, English and English as a Second Language. A minimum of three
semester or four quarter units must be completed in this area.

(B} Communication and Analytical Thinking. Courses fulfilling the communication and
analytical thinking requirementinciude, but are not limited to, oral communication,
mathematics, and quantitative reasoning courses such as [ogic, statistics, computer
languages, programming, and related disciplines. A minimum of three semester or four
quarter units must be completed in this area.

(e} Additional Requirements. The associate desree also requires demonstrated
competence in reading, written expression, and mathematics, and satisfactory
completion of a course in ethnic studies, as follows:

{1) Satisfactory completion of a course in English at the level of the course typically
known as Freshman Composition. This requirement may also be met by satisfactory
completion of an English course taught in another department or discipline that requires
entrance skills at a level equivalent to those for Freshman Composition, or by
demonstrating competency that is comparable to satisfactory completion of a specified
English course. The equivalence of English coursework, and the methods of ,
demonstrating comparable competency in written expression and reading is determined
by the college/district.

(2) Satisfactory completion of a course in mathematics at or above the level of the course
typically known as Interiediate Algebra {either Intermediate Algebra or another
mathematics course at or above the same level, with the same rigor, and with Elementary
Algebra_ as a prerequisite, approved locally}. This requirement may also be met by
satisfactory compietion of a mathematics course taught in another department or
discipline that requires entrance skitls at a level equivalent to Intermediate Algebra, or by
demonstrating competency that is comparable to satisfactory completion of a
mathematics course at or above the level of the course typically known as Intermediate




Algebra. The equivalence of mathematics coursework, and the method of demonstrating
comparable competency in mathematics is determined by the college/district.

(3) Satisfactory completion of a transfer-level course (minimum of three semester units or
four quarter units) in ethnic studies, This requirement may be satisfied by obtaining a
satisfactory gradein a course in ethnic studies taught in or on behalf of other
departments and disciplines.

(f) A course may satisfy more than one general education regujrement, but course
completion may be counted only once toward satisfying the 18 semester unit or 27
guarter unit general education requirement. A course may also satisfy both a general
education requirement and a major or area of emphasis requirement, and course '
completion may be counted toward both reguirements, depending upon college/district
policy. Students may use the same course to meet a general education requirement for
the associate degree, and to satisfy a general education requirement at the California
State University or the University of California, if such course is accepted by that system
to satisfy a general education requirement,

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code, Reference: Sections
70901 and 70902, Education Code.




