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Final Revisions to Title 5, Section 55063. Minimum 
Requirements for the Associate Degree (Ethnic Studies 
Requirement) 

SECTION 55063 OF ARTICLE 6 OF SUBCHAPTER 1 OF CHAPTER 6 OF 
DIVISION 6 OF TITLE 5 OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS IS 
REPEALED AND ADOPTED TO READ: 

§-5-5G~um Requirements for the Associate DegRec 

The governing board of a community college district shall confer the associate degree 
ltj3-00-a-student who has demonstrated competence itttead+n-g, in written Clcpression, and 
in mathematics, and wlte--lta-s-sa-t-i~l-etee~ 60 semester units or 90 
quarter units ofEl-egree-a-p-p-licable credit course work (as defined in section 55002(-a+t 
wl,ich falls into the ccrtegefteS-Etcscribed iti--5-et:- · lso accept 
f0Waff!-s.a.ti5-fa€-#efl--e-f-tti-is-Fe€juirement courses tha-t were not completed at a California 
com-m-u-n+eyc-college that would-reas-e-nably be eJ<pected to meet or e)(ceed the standards of 
section 55002(a), 

Effective for al~-ts-a-em+tte€1-to a community-ce-lte-gc for the Fall 2019 term or any 
term the re a ftc-f,c-e-m-p-c-t-c-n c e in w ri tte n cxpress+o-n-s+ra-l-1-be-d em on stra ted by OOta-i-n+n-g-a-
s a ti sfa ctory-grad-€-itt-a-n-E-n-gl-i-s-h co u rs e at th e-fevel-e4A e course ty pi ca 11 y k-A-ew-A--a-s 
Freshman Composition (either Freshman Composition or another English course at thc 
same level and with the same rigor-,approved +oca+ly-)-er by dem~ey 
#l-at--is-co-m-ra-e-le to satisfactory completion-0-Hhe-specified English course, dcte-rm+ne4 
locally. Satisfactory completion of an English course at-t-he-fe-vcl of Freshman Composition 
sh a II satisfy both this co mp-e-te+K~t-a-A-cl-th e coursework require me nt-5€-t-fo-Ft-R 
i-n-stl-bd+v+si-on-fe-H-#(D}(-itoHhi S SC cti On. 

Effective fo-r-al+-s-t-ud-ems-afl-rn+tt-e4-to--a--ce-m-mt1-it-y-1co-l+ege-fo-F-t-he-Fal-l-2e-l-9-te-r-m--e-r-atry-
te rm thereafter, competence in mathematics sha-1-1-b-e-d-e--rn-efl-strated by obtaining a 
s-a-t-i-sfa€-t0-ry-grad-e-tll-a-ma-t-h€-fl1 zit i cs co u rs e a t o r a b o v e th e I e v e I o f t ~y 
known as Intermediate Algebra (ei~r Intermediate Algebra or another mathemat+cs 
co-u-r-5e-ilt or above the same level, with the same rigor anEl-w+th Elementary Algebra-as-a 
prerequ+sHe,-approved 1-e-ca!ty-) or by demonstrat+n-g-eo-mpetency that is comparable to 
s-a-t-i-sfo-et-o-ry-c-e mp I eti o n--BHJ ma them a ti cs course at or ab eve the I G-Vel-e-f-th-e-ee-u-rse 
typk-a-1~1--rlt-e-rm-ea i ate /\lge b ra,-€1-e-term in ed Io ca lly. Satisfactory co mple-ti on of a 
mathematics course at or above the-level of lnterm-e-cl-i-at-e-Afge-b-ra-shall satisfy both this 
eo-m-pc-teAey--FCfjt1-frem-en-t-ilt1tth-e--co-u-fsewM-€€1-u-i-rem e nt set forth in s u&div+si-Effl 
fe)-(1-)f&)(ii) of this section, 

Tfl-e-eo-m-pe-te-n-ey--Fefj-Hi-r-em-e-nt-s-fo-r-wf+tt-~s ion and math em at i-es-rn ay a I so be-m-et 
by obtaining a satisfactory grade in courses in English--a-n-El-m-a-thematics taught in or on 
behalf of o-t-he-F-de-pa-Ft-ments and disciplines,-aAd-wltich, as determined by the local 
g0-Ve-fn in g boa rd ,-fCq-u-i-FC-CA-tra nc e s Id 11 s at a-l-ei\/Cl--€i'J-U-i-ll-il-te-n-1c40-th-=eE-essary-fo-r 



ff€sh-ma-F\-E-ernpos+Ho+1-und-l-A termed i ate Alge b ra re sp-ectiv-e1-y-;--ReEjt!treffleffi5fo+ 
demon str-a#A-g-wmp-eten-ey-ifH'euE!+ng-swl-!-Be-!tJ.€.a l ly E! etc rm i-n*-

:r~G--semesteHJ-F--9B--€j-l;!il-f-tef--tl-Affi--OH: o u rs e ·.v o r I c m u st 0e--fu1-!Hl-eEl-i-R--a 
cu rri cu I um a c ce 13-tea4owu+El-+h e E! egre e by a college w i th-i-A-#l-e--d-istri ct (as show n-+n-+ts 
cata-lo-gH t mu st i n€lt1t!o-aHe-ast-l&-s-e-meste r or 2 7 q u a rte-f--uni ts in gen eral--€-€1ti-c--a-t+en-anEl­
at least 1&-somosH:r or 27 quarter untts-i-n--il-rnaj-Bf-ea-&f emphasis as prescribes in 
t-A-i-s section, Of the totJI requiree-units, at least 12 semester or 18 quart-ef--Units must be 
completes in resiE!ent-e-at-i'tte-EBllege granting-t-he--el-eg+&, EJCceptiOffi--to resiE!ence 
rc-quirements for the associate--E!egree may bo--mJE!e by the governing boarE! WR€-fl--it 
El-ete-ffltiA-€5---t-h-a-t-15#€-e--or u n E! u e h a rE! s-19-i-p w o u I E! b e p I a c e E! e-A-the--st~ic-c 

(a) Requirements fOf--n major or area ef emp-i'l-a-s-i-s; 

fl) At least 18 semester or 27 quarter units of study must be taken in a single di-scipH-Ae--oF 
f-€-1-iltcE! E!isciplines, as listed in 1'Re-€-Offirnun+t-)1-€01-l-c-ges "TalConomy ef Programs," er in an 
urea of empi'lasis involving leweF--El-ivision course·.vorl< whicR prepares--swdents for a fielE! 
ef study or for a specific maj-e-f--il-t-+R-C--tl-A-i-lfe--fsi-ty ef California or the-G-Jlifornia State 
1:J-n-i\/OfSi-ty-.-

(-±rHfc-ct iv e for all stuE!ents ad mitteE! to a community college for the Fall 2009 term or an-y 
term therealte-r,cach course coun-tc-E! towarEl--th-e-tlftit--Fe-qtltfeffie-n-t of this subdivisiO-A 
must be completes ',Nith a grade-e-f--f or better or a "P" if the course is tnken on a "pass n-o 
pass" basis. 

fb1--Ge-f\€f--a-l-MUCil-ttoA-R eq u ire men ts. 

(1) Students receiving an asse-c---i-a-t-e~omplete a mini~emester or 27-
quarter u-Ai-t-s---of--general education coursewoffi--Wfl-iffi incluE!es a minimum ofti'lre-e­
s-ernoster--e-F-foUF--€j-Ua#€Hinits in each ofthe areas speci-#ee-+n-p-~, (8) an-El-

fC) an E! th c s-am c mi n i mum in c-a-c-lt--p-aH-rng+a-p-h- ( D). The rem a i nt!c+-of-th-e--unit 
requirement is also to be selceted from among these four divisions--of learning OF--a-S 

El-e-t~eE-at--Opti-ew. 

fA~~Gourscs in the natural sciences arc those which-eJ(-a-m-ine--t-hc pi'lysical: 
universe-, its life forms, and its natura1---pltc-n-orncna. To satisfy the gen€fa+-eeucation 
f€€f-U ire men t in n atu ra I sciences, J course sha ll-b-e--€1-e-s+gnc-d--tB--th-e--stuEl-cnt--€1-c-vc-l-of, 
a+rnp-[3-fffi-a-t+o-n-a-A£l-t1-Ad erst and in g oH he scientific m-et-li~1t 

ilil-Etc+S-Hl-A£l+n-g-eHlte---r-c-l-a-t-i-on-ships between science and othc-r human activities. This 
category would incluE!e introe-ttc-t-ory or intcgra-Hve--EBurses in astrO-AOmy, biology, 
c-h€ mi stry, gC-A~ce, geology,---metco ro logy, oceanography, p hys-i-E-al: 
geography,-ph-ysk--ul anthrop-ology, physics and other scientifiHJ+s€-i-pli-11-e5;-

f8➔--£oc+a-!---a-A-d--i-ofill Sciences. Cotlf5-Cs in the social and behavioral sciences arc 
th-ose--which focus on people as members of-society. To satisfy the gcn-cr--a-l--e-El-u-c-a-l'iO-A 
r-eq-u+rcrncnt-+fl--S&eia-I--a-RB-behavioral sciences, a cottFS-e--s-il-a-ll be designeE! to E!evelop an 
awa--r€fl-CS5-0-f---t-l,o--me-tltot!-of~i-a-l---aoo-bc-lta vi o ra I sci en cc s. It shall bo 
design ea to stimulate critical th-i-fl-k+flg--a-bout-thc--w-ays--pOOj,-a-n-d-ti-a-v-e---acted in 



~nse-te-#le+r-we-i-etles--afl-El--s-A-&t1+e--pF0-FOOte-a-j3-j3,-eE+a{i-oo-et-f!BW-SB€tettes--a-ft8--Stl-E-la+ 
s u b gro ups 0p-era-te-c-=r--ltis-€atege-ry--w0u Id i n c I u de i-ntr-e-d-H€-t~ ti v e s u rv-ey 
E-O-U-rs-es--iA-E-Hl-t1c1-ral-ilfl-ti-1fo-p-e+egy-,-atlt u ra I geography;-eEOO-offi+ES,--Mst o ry, po Ii tte-al 
5€i-eA-e-e,psychBlegy,so€iel-ogy and re I a teil-e-i-sei-p!-ffl-es, 
fGt+i-ufflilf\-ft~-es,-Geurses in the hufflanities are--fABSc which study th€-C-L-H-tHral--aaiv-i-ti-es 
il-f!B--ilt#sti c e)c p ress+o n s ef h u ff1 an beings. Te satisfy the gen-eral--ed-uea-tl-on-re-€jti-i-refflenttfl 
~-a-e-oHFSe-s-A-a+l-b€-EI es i gn e d to help th e-s-tHdc n t d ev c I e p a n awareness of 
t-11-e-wuys+A-wh i ch pcer{e thre ugh out the ages an-El-+fl-a+ff-erett-t-cttfut-fe-s-hillf€-fC-Sf,0flB-CB--te 
th-ern-s-e+v-e~erld around theffl in artistiE-ilnd cultural-E-reation and help the 
s-tud-eti-f-d-evdop aesthetic tl-fld-ers-ta-n-€i+f d an ability to fflai<e value j-Hcigffl-eflts.Stt€ft 
ce-urses could include introductory-er integrative courses in ti,-e-arts,fereign langu-a-ges,­
tttera-tme, philosophy, and religion. 

(D) Language and Rationality. Courses in language and rationa-l+t~ 
€1-e-v-el-ep for the st LfEieAHh-e--prlne-f!) I es and a pp Ii ca ti o-A~o ·.va rd Io gi ca I 
thought, clear and precise elcpressi~tte-A of communication ln 
whilte-v-e-rsy+rrb&l-s-ys-te-m the st LIB-Cfl-t-\½es. Such courses in cl u de: 

(i) English Cofflposi~ion. Courses-f-Hlfilling the w-i#t-en-€0ffif3-0Sition requirement shall be 
€1-es-igtted-t0~&tlttitf,05i-to ry and a rgu m c::-ri+attv-e--w riti n g. Such courses ff1 ay be 
taHght in disciplines such--as,-lIBt-fle-t-lifllited to, Engli-s-h and English as a Second 

~ 

fHJ--G&fflfflunication and /\nalytical--Thinldng. Courses futf-Hling the cofflmunication il-flB 
an-atyttcal-tMflking requirement including,-aut not limited to oral C-0fflffl-U-ftfE-attOfl-; 

m-athefflatics, and quantitative reaso-fli-Ag such as logic, statistics,e0fflf}uter languages 
and prografflffling, aAd related c!+seij,l-ffJ-es, 

f±j--Hllfl-i-c--S-w-d+e-s--wil-1-be-effcre d in at lea st on c of the a re as required by--stted ivi s ion (±)-, 

fct-Whll-e-a-€0-LI-r-5€--ffl-i-gh{-rsa-t-is-fy-me re than o fl e gcnen1 I education require ff1 en t, it may net 
be-eeurned--ffl-er-e--fhil-n once for these purp&S-er.A-rnurse may be used-te-s-ati-sfy both a 
general education requirefflent and a m~jor or area of efflphasis requirement. 'l'Jheth-er-it 
m-a-y-bc counted again for a different degr€€ requirement-i-s--a--ma-tterfof each college to 
d-e-t-er~ts-m-ay-u-s-e-t-h-eil-m e course to rn-e-et a genera I e du cation req u i-reff1€f\-t 
fe-r-th€-a-5"..,oc--iilte-d-egree--a~-ti-s-fy-il gen era I ed u cat ioA--feqt1i-fCme n t at t lte 

. (-a-l-iforniil--5¼te-Y-A-iversi ty or Y n i ve rs i ty o ¥-Gil-Hf-a rn i a, if such course+s-il-Ccepted-1,y-t-hilt 
system to satisfy a general educatie-n requirement. 

fdtFor the purpose of this section, ''-s-Jtisfactorily ce-rnp-l-ete# means either credit earned 
oo a "pass no pass" basis or a grad-ef)eint average of 2.8--or-ee-tt-ef-in community cot!ege 
ere d it co ur-s-~ft-th-e-e-u-rri cu I u ff1 up0fl-Wh.i.c.h--f degree is based. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. R-eforence: Secti&ns 
7 O 9 O 1 a n-d--7e00±;--E-dttc-ati-et1-Ge-d-ec 

§ 55063. Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree. 



(a)The governing board of a community coll~e district shall confeU_he associate degree 
upon a student who has met all requirements of this section. 

illl General unit requirements, 

(l) The associate degree requires satisfactory completion of at least 60 semester units or 
90 quarter units of degree-applicable credit course work accepted by the degree-granting 
college. Courses completed at other institutions that meet or exceed the standards of the 
California Community Colleges may be cownted toward associate degree unit 
requirements. At least 12 semester or 18 guarter units must be completed in residence at 
the degree-granti.ng__uillege, unless the governing board excuses this requirement to 
alleviate injustice or undue hardship. 

{2) "Satisfactory completion" means either credit earned on a "pass-no pass" basis, or 
with a grade point average of 2.0 or better in the associate degree community college 
credit courses. 

(cl Major or area of emphasis requirement. 

(ll A minimum of 18 semester units or 27 quarter units must be taken in a single 
disciplin~ or related disciplines. as listed in the community college's "Taxonomll-Qf 
Programs" or in an area of emphasis involving lower divisi9n coursework to prepare 
students for a field of study or major at the University of Califocnia. or the California State 
University. 

(2) For all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2009 term or any term 
thereafter. each course counted toward the unit requirement of this subdivision must be 
completed with a grade of C or better or a "P" if the course is taken on a "pass-no pass" 
basis. 

· (d) General Education Requirements. A minimum of 18 semester units or 27 quarter units 
gf general education coursework must be completed in the areas described in this 
subdivision (d). or as otherwise determined by the degree-granting collfil:e. 

(1) ~latural Sciences. Courses in the natural sciences examine the PillLSical universe. its life 
forms. and its natural phenomena. Such courses help students appreciate and 
understand the scientific method. and understand the relationships between science and 
other human activities. This category includes introductory or integrative courses in 
astron_omy. Qj_Q)_Qgy_,_ chemistry. general physical science. geology. meteorology. 
oceanography,J2hysical_gfil2graphy. physical anthropology, physics. and other scientific 
disciplines. A minimum of three semester or four quarter units must be completed in this 
area. 

L2) Social and Behavioral Sciences. Courses in the social and behavioral sciences focus on 
p_§Qple as members of society. Such courses develop awareness of the method of inqJ!iry 
used by the social and behavioral sciences. They stimulate critical thinking about the 
ways people act and have acted in response to their societies. a_nd promote appreciation 
of how societies _and social subgroups operate. This category includes introductory or 
integrative survey courses in cultwral anthropology_,__(;_ultural geography. economics. 



history, political science, psycholo~ciology, and related disciplines. A minimum of 
tbr:Rsemester or four quarter units must be completed in this area. 

(3) Humanities. Courses in the humanities study the cultural activities and artistic 
expressions of human beings. Such courses develop awareness of the ways in which 
people throughout the ages, and in different cultures~respond to themselves and the 
world around them in artistic and cultural creation, and develop aesthetic understanding 
and an ability to make value jtJQgments. Such courses include introductory or integrative 
courses in the arts, foreign languages, literature, philosophy, and religi9n. A minimum of 
three semester or four quarter units must be completed in this area. 

(4) Language and Rationality. Courses in la.llg!Jage and rationality develop the principles 
and applications of language toward lQgical thought, clear and precise expression, and 
critical evaluation of communication in whatever symbol system the student uses. This 
in_cludes courses in both English Composition, and Communication and Analytical 
Thinking as follows: 

.(ALE.o_glish Composition. Courses fulfilling the written composition requirement include 
both expository and argumentative writing, and may be taught in disciplines including. 
but not limited to, English and fng)i!;.h as a Second Language. A minimum of three 
semester or four quarter units must be completed in this area. 

_(fil Communiqition and Analytical Thinking. Courses fulfilling the communication and 
analytical thinki.ng_[fill_Uirement include. but are not limited to, oral communication, 
mathematics, and quantitative reasoning courses such as logic, statistics, computer 
lan~gramming. and related disciplines. A minimum of three semester or four 
quarter units must be completed in this area. 

(el Additional Requirements. The associate degree also requires demonstrated 
competence in readi.og,J,,Lritten_.§XPression, arid mathematics, and satisfactory 
completion of a course in ethnic studies, as follows: 

(1) Satisfactor_y_s;Qmp_letion of a course in English at the level of the course typically 
known as Freshman Composition. This requirement may also be met by satisfactory 
completion of an English course taught in another department or discipline that requires 
entrance skills at a level equivalent to those for Freshman Composition, or by 
demonstrating competency that is comparable to satisfactory completion of a;;pecified 
E.o.glish course. The equivalence of English coursework. and_the methods of 
demonstrating comparable competency in written expression and reading is determined 
by the college/district. 

(2) Satisfactory completion of a course in mathematics at or above the level of the course 
typically_known as Intermediate Algebra (either Intermediate Algebra or another 
mathematics course at or above the same level. with the same rigor, and with Elementary 
Algebra as a prerequisite. ap.m:9ved locally). This requirement may also be met by 
satisfactory completion of a mathematics course taught in another department or 
discipline that requires entrance skills at a level equivalent to Intermediate Algebra, or by 
demonstrating com_QQtens_y_tiiat is comparable to satisfactory_completion of a 
mathematics course at or above the level of the course typically known as Intermediate 



,L\Jgebra. The equivalence of mathematics coursework, and the method of demonstrating 
comparable competetK)I in mathematics is determined by the college/district. 

(3) Satisfactory comQletion of a transfer-level course (minimum of three semester units or 
four_.QJJ.filter units) in ethnic studies. This requirement may be satisfied by obtaining_s1. 
satisf;;ictory grade in a course in ethnic studies taught in or on behalf of other 
departments and disciplines. 

{fl A course may satisfy more than one general education requirement, but course 
completion may be counted only once toward satisfying the 18 semester unit or 27 
_q_yarter unit general education requirement. A course may also satisfy both a general 
educatiori requirement and a maior or area of emphasis requirement, and course 
comQletion may be counted_ toward both requirements, deQending upon college/district 
policy. Students may use the same course to meet a general education requirement for 
the associate degree, and to satisfy a general education requirement at the California 
State University or the University of California, if such course is accepted by that system 
to satisfy a weral education requirement. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
70901 and 70902, Education Code. 


