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B. Identification and Assignment of Career Technical Education Student Majors

Following the careful assignment of both SAM priority codes and TOP codes to all CTE courses and TOP codes to program awards (i.e., certificates and degrees), CTE student majors can now be identi​fied in a more efficient means using awards and course taking behavior.

For purposes of Perkins accountability (specifically the core indicators), assignment of student majors are divided into six categories or classes of assignment dependent on the enrollments during the enrollment examination window. When multiple TOP codes are found in the same priority code, the TOP code where most of the units occur is assigned.  See TIE BREAKER section in the Perkins IV Core Indicator Cohort Definitions, Selection Methodology, and Report Specifications for more information.
For example, if a student has 3 units in 0707.20 – Database Design and Administration and 9 units in 0707.30 – Computer Systems Analysis with each course at SAM priority level C then 0707.30 is used (see tie-breaker for resolving multiple TOP codes within classes at the same unit level).

Class 1 CTE Certificate or Degree Earned

Students earning a certificate or degree in a TOP code designated as vocational will be assigned the TOP code of the certificate or degree.  Students receiving non-vocational awards (degrees or certificates) are considered for Class 2-4 and will be reported as completers in the assigned program area.
Class 2 Apprenticeship

All students not in Class 1 but enrolled in a course labeled “A“ priority are assigned the TOP code of that Apprenticeship course.

Class 3 Occupational Major, Specific Major Determined

All students not in Class 1 or Class 2 (did not earn award or enroll in a course labeled priority “A“), but enrolled in a “B“ level course are assigned the TOP code of the “B” level course.

Class 4 Occupational Major, Broad Area Determined

All students not in Class 1, 2, or 3 (did not earn award or enroll in “A“ or “B“ level courses), but enrolled in a “C“ level course are assigned the TOP code of the “C” level course.

 Class 5 ‑ Area Not Determined
All students not in Class 1-4 (did not earn award or enroll in “A,“B,“ or “C“ level courses), but en​rolled in a “D“ level course. No assignment of major. These students are not considered concentrators.

Under Perkins III, these students were be reported in nontraditional participation when enrolling in only “D“ level courses when at least one course was considered nontraditional for their gender. The TOP code of the nontraditional course was used for reporting participation.
Class 6 ‑ Non‑Occupational Major
All students not classified above. No assignment of major.
The student’s major will be identified as the TOP code assigned to the course which placed the student into Classes 1-4 described above.  (NOTE:  no major assignment is made for Class 5 or 6 students.)
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