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In 2003, the Research & Planning Unit of the System Office revised a classification table for the colleges.  The old table was known as “Matrix C-1.”  The 2003 classification considered (1) the size of population in the area within a 5-mile radius of a college and (2) its Fall 2001 student headcount.  In addition, we used a multivariate method, cluster analysis, to derive the groupings (or clusters); Matrix C-1 did not use this multivariate method.  

We present below the two main tables that resulted from this analysis.  The first table lists 12 "clusters," and the second table gives labels to the clusters such that one can find large colleges in low-density (rural) settings.  For the technically inclined, we include a brief recap of the basic methodology we used.

Note that there is a fuzzy line between the concept of a "rural" college and an "urban" college.  Our labeling of the statistically derived groups employed some judgments on our part.

Peer Group Membership for Density and Enrollment Size 

(5-Mile Radial Population and Fall 2001 Headcount)

	
	Cluster
	COLLEGE
	FALL01EN
	POP5MI

	1
	1 
	Allan Hancock
	14469
	93869

	2
	1
	Bakersfield
	15619
	158564

	3
	1
	Butte
	15413
	1198

	4
	1
	Cabrillo
	14542
	91672

	5
	1
	Chaffey
	18533
	165464

	6
	1
	College Marin
	8495
	68649

	7
	1
	College of the Canyons
	12726
	125173

	8
	1
	College of the Desert
	9518
	60740

	9
	1
	College of the Sequoias
	11556
	100418

	10
	1
	Cuesta
	10309
	23388

	11
	1
	Foothill
	16282
	150480

	12
	1
	Las Positas
	7842
	89549

	13
	1
	Merced
	14888
	78371

	14
	1
	Modesto
	17727
	18095

	15
	1
	Monterey
	16104
	93666

	16
	1
	Moorpark
	14506
	71371

	17
	1
	Mt. San Jacinto
	12128
	86565

	18
	1
	Napa
	9508
	76142

	19
	1
	Reedley College
	11168
	37921

	20
	1
	Santa Barbara
	14913
	108753

	21
	1
	Shasta
	10851
	53850

	22
	1
	Sierra
	18771
	94687

	23
	1
	Solano
	10820
	43783

	24
	1
	Ventura
	12331
	119588

	25
	1
	Victor Valley
	13000
	111948

	26
	1
	West Valley
	13806
	115531

	27
	1
	Yuba
	10793
	67456

	28
	2
	Antelope Valley
	10938
	120301

	29
	2
	Canada
	6105
	143711

	30
	2
	Citrus
	13086
	208904

	31
	2
	Coastline
	10648
	148960

	32
	2
	College of Alameda
	5681
	146599

	33
	2
	College of San Mateo
	11883
	202643

	34
	2
	Columbia
	3732
	198142

	35
	2
	Contra Costa
	8447
	195502

	36
	2
	Crafton Hills
	5268
	99704

	37
	2
	Cuyamaca
	10037
	165821

	38
	2
	Evergreen
	11358
	275283

	39
	2
	Hartnell
	10150
	161504

	40
	2
	Irvine
	11895
	164135

	41
	2
	Laney
	12499
	210243

	42
	2
	Los Angeles Mission
	8330
	218691

	43
	2
	Los Medanos
	10289
	132564

	44
	2
	Merritt
	7099
	213829

	45
	2
	Mira Costa
	12306
	264579

	46
	2
	Mission
	11819
	171030

	47
	2
	Ohlone
	11797
	139696

	48
	2
	Oxnard
	8009
	190947

	49
	2
	San Diego Miramar
	9798
	165614

	50
	2
	Santiago Canyon
	11364
	231601

	51
	2
	Skyline
	9049
	195007

	52
	2
	Vista
	4273
	192802

	53
	3
	American River
	30633
	359843

	54
	3
	Pasadena
	29739
	367123

	55
	3
	Santa Ana
	29010
	397051

	56
	3
	Santa Monica
	32530
	303712

	57
	4
	Mt San Antonio
	38412
	290522

	58
	4
	Riverside
	34042
	216502

	59
	4
	Santa Rosa
	33659
	175144

	60
	5
	Barstow
	3037
	28829

	61
	5
	Cerro Coso
	5528
	26238

	62
	5
	College of the Redwoods
	7908
	10892

	63
	5
	College of the Siskiyous
	3060
	5357

	64
	5
	Copper Mountain
	2204
	2294

	65
	5
	Feather River
	1993
	5444

	66
	5
	Gavilan
	5797
	44191

	67
	5
	Imperial
	7131
	41672

	68
	5
	Lake Tahoe
	3350
	29327

	69
	5
	Lassen
	3172
	11575

	70
	5
	Mendocino
	5356
	28775

	71
	5
	Palo Verde
	2903
	13466

	72
	5
	Porterville
	4809
	59854

	73
	5
	Taft
	8033
	14090

	74
	5
	West Hills
	4962
	11955

	75
	6
	Cerritos
	24788
	386974

	76
	6
	El Camino
	26131
	367992

	77
	6
	Fresno City
	20469
	355812

	78
	6
	Fullerton
	21239
	444548

	79
	6
	Glendale
	23259
	361659

	80
	6
	Long Beach
	23157
	375964

	81
	6
	Los Angeles Pierce
	19307
	413219

	82
	6
	Rio Hondo
	18556
	428241

	83
	7
	Cosumnes River
	18553
	217478

	84
	7
	Diablo Valley
	21737
	235337

	85
	7
	Grossmont
	17582
	237091

	86
	7
	Orange Coast
	24987
	234511

	87
	7
	Sacramento City
	22569
	295238

	88
	7
	Saddleback
	23401
	235781

	89
	7
	San Diego Mesa
	21795
	241100

	90
	7
	San Joaquin Delta
	19690
	245370

	91
	7
	Southwestern
	18778
	214255

	92
	8
	Chabot Hayward
	14528
	324259

	93
	8
	Compton
	10392
	418797

	94
	8
	Cypress
	15346
	354415

	95
	8
	Golden West
	14607
	273511

	96
	8
	Los Angeles Harbor
	10503
	344555

	97
	8
	Los Angeles Southwest
	7807
	446655

	98
	8
	San Bernardino
	13442
	299867

	99
	8
	San Diego City
	15095
	434286

	100
	8
	San Jose City
	10076
	393623

	101
	8
	West LA
	13646
	430739

	102
	9
	City College of San Fran
	31173
	775897

	103
	10
	Deanza
	25678
	134877

	104
	10
	Palomar
	30322
	127338

	105
	11
	East LA
	29163
	592767

	106
	11
	Los Angeles City
	25547
	613840

	107
	12
	Los Angeles Trade
	15630
	622552

	108
	12
	Los Angeles Valley
	19227
	623635

	Total
	108
	108
	108
	108


Labels for Peer Groups by Levels of Enrollment and Population Density

	
	
	Enrollment Size
	
	
	
	

	Density
	super small
	very small
	small
	average
	large
	very large
	super large

	super low
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	very low
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	

	low
	
	
	
	
	
	10
	

	average
	
	2
	
	
	7
	
	4

	high
	
	
	8
	
	6
	3
	

	very high
	
	
	
	12
	
	11
	

	super high
	
	
	
	
	
	9
	


Note: Numbers in the cells are the cluster identification numbers for the different peer groups.

Technical Note:

We used SPSS (version 11) to do a cluster analysis on the enrollment size and the population density data for 108 colleges.  We used hierarchical clustering with the average linkage between groups algorithm on standardized values of the two variables (our peer grouping criteria) and a Euclidean squared distance measure.  In addition, we set the clustering program to define twelve peer groups from the data.  The assumption here is that we can interpret each statistically identified cluster as a peer group such that each member within a peer group is more like other colleges within that peer group than colleges in other groups.
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