Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Mileage

In response to our data-checking request for distances of the nearest CSU/UC to your community college, we received several questions and some alternative suggestions.  We wanted to thank all of those who provided feedback.

General Information

We wanted to note that our model would use different exogenous variables (beyond control of the colleges) such as distance to nearest public four-year institution, selectivity of four-year institutions, and economic condition of the area served by the college.  It is important to note that the effects of distance may be overridden by these other exogenous variables and the final result could be that the statistical analysis tells us to omit mileage from the final model.

Mileage as an Exogenous Variable

Distance, or mileage to the nearest four-year institution is an exogenous variable that will be tested in the model designed to calculate the student progress and achievement rate for degree/certificate/transfer.  The exogenous variables in our model try to explain the factors that are outside the control of the colleges.

Transfer Partners

Several colleges noted that other CSU and UC campuses are located at a further distance, but are their leading transfer partners (enrolling more students than a closer CSU or UC campus).  Because transfer partner is a factor that community colleges have control over (similar to articulation agreements, budget, etc.), we cannot include this as an exogenous variable.  If we start to add non-exogenous variables like transfer partners, we would need to develop a causal model, which is currently not the intent of the legislative report.  

Extension Campuses

Some colleges stated that several CSU and UC campuses have extension (or satellite) campuses at or near the college.  Since there is no centralized data source for identifying these campuses, we are unable to use extension campuses in our model.

Yahoo vs. IPEDS

Various colleges noted that IPEDS and Yahoo come up with different results for distance.  IPEDS uses a straight-line distance (i.e., on a map from point A to point B), whereas Yahoo uses the actual driving distance between two points.  We believe that students evaluating different college locations would more likely use driving distance, as opposed to straight-line distance.   

In our past studies, we used Yahoo as the predictor variable for distance.  We have been able to improve the reliability of the original Yahoo mileage data by comparing it with alternative measures and data sources.  Therefore, we will continue to use Yahoo’s mileage in this model.

See our CAIR conference presentation on our website:

On the Proximity of Community Colleges to Public Transfer Institutions http://www.cccco.edu/divisions/tris/rp/ab_1417/cair2005.ppt 

The nearest and second nearest UC and CSU for each college was determined by using IPEDS.  For several colleges, Mendocino, Oxnard, Porterville, Redwoods, Gavilan, and Siskiyous, the closest four-year institution, according to Yahoo Miles, is different from IPEDS.  For those colleges, we used Yahoo Miles in determining the nearest CSU or UC.  You can view revisions to the mileage data at:

http://www.cccco.edu/divisions/tris/rp/ab_1417/mileage_data.pdf
Colleges Closest to UC Merced

Our Student Progress and Achievement Rate indicator cohort looks at first-time freshman in three cohorts, starting in 1997-98 that transferred within six years.  Since UC Merced did not open until 2005, the students in our cohort did not have UC Merced as a transfer option and it will be used in our analysis.

For any questions regarding mileage, please contact Alice van Ommeren (avanommeren@cccco.edu) or LeAnn Fong-Batkin (lfongbatkin@cccco.edu) at the CCCCO System Office.

