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CHANCELLOR RELEASES GOOD NEWS ON
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE PERFORMANCE
Wages Up; Access, Participation, and Graduation Rates High

MARCH 19, 2007
SACRAMENTO – Students who completed a vocational degree or certificate have shown a sizable boost in their wages, according to one of several findings contained in a new accountability report released today by California Community Colleges Chancellor Mark Drummond.

“Today, I am pleased to report that investment in California’s community colleges is paying huge dividends,” said Dr. Marshall (Mark) Drummond, Chancellor of the largest higher education system in the world.  “Wages of our graduates are up, access to our system is excellent, participation and graduation rates are high, transfers to UC, CSU, and private institutions are abundant and, we are successfully serving the most diverse student populations in the nation.”  

The report released today, called Focus on Results:  Accountability Reporting for the Community Colleges (ARCC), fulfills a recent legislative mandate (AB 1417, 2004) and is the state’s most current, comprehensive and accurate assessment of performance and results for California’s community college system.
According to the ARCC report, the median income of community college students who completed their degrees or vocational certificates nearly tripled – from $17,000 per year to $49,500 per year when compared over a five year period before and after completion.  In addition, other noteworthy findings announced today by Chancellor Drummond include the following:
· More than one-third of the state’s population of prime college-going age (18-19) enrolled in a community college;

· The CCC system provides the most access to postsecondary education for historically underrepresented populations;

· Nearly half (45.3 percent) of graduates from the University of California and the California State University transferred from California community colleges;

· While over 66,000 community college students transferred to the UC and CSU systems in the most current year, an additional estimated 30,000 also continued their studies at an in-state private or out-of-state four-year institution;

· The community colleges awarded more than 7,000 degrees and certificates in nursing – a major contribution to the state’s largest group of health care providers; 

· The community colleges helped students earn more than 63,000 degrees and certificates in vocational/occupational areas, including in the critical areas of early childhood development, fire science, and emergency medical services; and,

· The completion rate for vocational courses at community colleges is high – 77.3 percent.  

“I am greatly encouraged by the findings of the ARCC report.  Overall, California’s community colleges manage to do a terrific job of accomplishing the mission that communities expect with relatively fewer resources,” said Drummond.  “We have the lowest fees in the nation and completely open access.  While community colleges face some challenges, we must strive to ensure that quality education and training remains available, affordable and accessible to all.”

Among the challenges faced by California’s community college system are dramatic demographic changes and the growing need for quality higher education.  By 2013, an additional 600,000 students will seek higher education in California and 80 percent are projected to enroll in community colleges.  Many will be first-generation college students, low-income students, and students of diverse ethnicities.  

To address these challenges, the Board of Governors adopted a system strategic plan in January 2006.  This plan, now being implemented by the Chancellor’s System Office, focuses on promoting college awareness and access, supporting student success and readiness, strengthening partnerships for workforce and economic development, improving overall system effectiveness and enhancing resource development.  

As the largest higher educational system in the nation, the California community colleges system provided educational, vocational and transfer programs to more than 2.5 million students during academic year 2005-06.  Currently more than 70 percent of all California students who are pursuing higher education attend community colleges.  

A complete copy of the report, its executive summary and more information about the system can be found at www.cccco.edu.
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"Empowering Community Colleges through leadership, advocacy and support.”

