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COOPERATIVE AGENCIES RESOURCES FOR EDUCATION (CARE)

Program Fact Sheet

Program History:  In 1982, the State established the Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (CARE) program in the California Community Colleges as "a unique educational program geared toward the welfare recipient who desires job-relevant education to break the dependency cycle.”  CARE was initiated as the first state-funded and systemwide program of its kind in the nation. Presently, 111 programs in all 72 districts of the California Community Colleges system offer CARE services annually through EOPS to students who are welfare-dependent single heads of household seeking a viable alternative to continued public assistance for personal and family support.  

Description:  As a supplemental component of EOPS, CARE provides educational support services designed for the academically underprepared, low income, single parent population.  Grants and allowances for educationally-related expenses (such as child care, transportation, textbooks and supplies) may be awarded as a means of strengthening the retention, persistence, graduation and transfer rates of these individuals.  Students participating in CARE may choose vocational certificate or license, associate degree or transfer program options.  Nearly half of all CARE students seek to transfer to four-year institutions; almost 40 percent choose associate degree objectives; and one-tenth desire vocational certificates or licenses.

Services:  Support services provided to CARE students include:  assistance with child care expenses for in-class and study hours, textbooks-school supplies, transportation costs and other educational support; personal computer access; on-campus meal tickets; counseling and advisement; classes designed for low income, single parents; personal development activities and/or curriculum (including self-esteem, parenting, study skills); group support and peer networking; help from peer advisors; one-on-one tutoring programs; and information and referrals to campus- and community-based services or agencies.

Eligibility criteria:  To be eligible for CARE support services, EOPS students must be at least 18 years of age and a single head of household, a current recipient of TANF/CalWORKs for themselves or their child(ren), have one child under 14 years of age at the time of acceptance into CARE, and be enrolled in college full-time.  CARE also extends an important safety net to students who meet EOPS/CARE eligibility criteria but are ineligible for TANF/CalWORKs cash aid and ancillary services, because they:  a) have exceeded the 60 month lifetime time limit (adults time-limited, but children in household continue to receive cash aid), b) are sanctioned by CalWORKs, or c) were previously convicted with a drug-related felony offense.  The CARE safety net offers these students vital resources not offered by other programs for child care, textbooks, school supplies, transportation and other services for the duration that they are EOPS/CARE-eligible and enrolled in college educational and vocational programs.

Students Served during 2007-2008:  10,008
Appropriation for 2008-2009:  $15.505 million

Contact:  Cheryl Fong, Coordinator, Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (CARE), Student Services and Special Programs Division, (916) 323-5954 or cfong@cccco.edu.

CARE Student Characteristics*:

Ethnic Minorities:




69.9%

Females:





96.5%

Age:  
Less than age 25



31.9%

Between ages 26 and 34


68.1%



Enrollment Status:




First-time college student


16.5%




First-time transfer student


  8.1%




Continuing or returning student

59.8%



Educational Disadvantaged Status:




Not qualified for transfer-level




   English or math 



67.0%




Previously enrolled in remedial education
  8.0%




Did not complete high school/GED

  2.9%




High school GPA below 2.5


  1.6%




Other (first generation college student,

   English not spoken as native language, 

   underrepresented population in district,

   or emancipated foster youth)

20.5%



Basic Skills Enrollment Status:




Enrolled in basic skills 2005-2006

50.8%




Enrolled in basic skills prior term

30.9%

Educational goals:

Transfer to four-year institutions

36.7%

Associate degree or certificate

47.3%

Career preparation/advancement

17.0%




Other





16.6%

Academic performance:  Performance data from 2005-2006* indicates that despite socio-eonomic and personal barriers to academic success, CARE students have consistently performed academically as well as all other students in the community colleges.  7.32 percent of all CARE students achieved their educational and training goals by earning college degrees and vocational certificates and licenses.  84.4 percent of all CARE students persisted in the program and their academic studies the following term.  Many CARE students pursued academic and vocational majors in nursing and allied health fields, administration of justice and law, business and accounting, and counseling-psychology.

Reduced dependency on welfare:  In 1993, Cerro Coso Community College and Kern County Department of Public Social Services reported a significant finding.  They determined through an analysis of college files, county Department of Public Social Services records, and related data that since the inception of the Cerro Coso Community College CARE program in 1982, over 85 percent of all former CARE participants no longer received welfare or public assistance and were gainfully employed.  Although comparable statewide data is not currently available, research efforts are encouraged.

_____________________

*  Source:  California Community Colleges EOPS/CARE 2005-06 Report to the Legislature, January 2007
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