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Program History:  In 1986, the California Legislature passed Assembly Bill 3, the Seymour-Campbell Matriculation Act, establishing the Matriculation process in the California Community Colleges.  The current budget for this program is $101,802,970, of which $20,000,000 is dedicated to the provision of Matriculation services to noncredit students.
Description: The Matriculation process offers services to all students seeking higher education opportunities.  Its purpose is to provide students with accurate, timely information and services to help them define and attain their educational goals.  Matriculation services are imbedded in the infrastructure of campus student services departments.  The Matriculation core components include:  admissions, assessment (including, though not limited to, placement testing), orientation, counseling and advising, student follow-up, coordination and training, research and evaluation, and prerequisite implementation.  Through five of these components, students are served directly to enhance their educational success.  Two components; coordination and training, research and evaluation, improve institutional effectiveness and accountability.
Students are first introduced to the Matriculation process during the admissions phase and continue to use these services, such as counseling and advising, throughout their educational careers.  Matriculation provides a mechanism to assess students’ needs and abilities and match them to college resources to assure successful educational outcomes.

Appropriation for 2006-07:  $95,481,000 (includes COLA and growth)

Students Served During 2006-07:  Resources and services are intended for all 2.5 million community college students across the State.

Eligibility Criteria:  Matriculation services are available and extended to all community college students, including those who may be exempted but who wish to participate nonetheless.  As a result of legislative action in 1996-97, Matriculation services were extended to students enrolled in selected noncredit courses and programs as well.  No categorical program criteria are required for these core student services. 

Critical Issues:  Student Success—A considerable amount of press and various reports have brought attention to the fact that the diversity of students who enroll in the community colleges are not only diverse by cultural standard, and educational ability, but by educational objective as well.  Matriculation strives to ensure through academic counseling and planning that the motivation necessary to succeed in their courses is provided to all students and that the colleges provide ample resources to serve the students who need the assistance to the greatest extent possible. These services are fully provided for noncredit students as well. 
Enhancement of Services—The Matriculation services that are most experienced by all students are admission, assessment, orientation and counseling.  The Matriculation Unit in the Chancellor’s Office is developing and improving a variety of materials and resources that will assist the colleges to significantly and consistently serve students through Matriculation components.  For example, a matrix of Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) is being developed that identifies the SLOs that have been written by faculty and staff in a number of colleges to compare and contrast their attributes.  This will be made available electronically for all of the colleges to share.  Additionally, Matriculation is providing funding support for a feasibility study that investigates the costs and others challenges for the development of assessment instruments in the areas of English, ESL, Reading, Writing and Mathematics. 
Access—–The California Community Colleges admit all California residents above the age of compulsory school attendance who can benefit from the opportunity.  Matriculation contributes to this effort by providing core services for students who may be:  undecided on their educational goals; seeking a career change for various reasons, such as changing industry needs; in need of a student educational plan; requesting transfer information; in need of appropriate placement advice; unaware of supportive services available to them; in academic distress; in need of special testing accommodations; or unaware of grievance or appeal procedures. With the pressure on college budgets and enrollment demand, Matriculation services are more essential than ever to ensure that students enroll in the appropriate courses for their preparation level and goals.  

Oversight—–The System Office is responsible for ensuring that the districts and colleges are utilizing their State allocations for Matriculation services for the greatest benefit to students.  It is important to maintain the oversight efforts of Matriculation, especially when resources have decreased.  An additional oversight responsibility is to increase institutional effectiveness and to more efficiently utilize taxpayer support for community college students. 

