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Program History:  Child Development/Early Childhood Education - For over four decades, the community colleges have been the primary higher education system responsible for early childhood teacher preparation coursework.  An essential component is a high quality campus children’s center serving low-income student parents, which serves as a practicum site for instructional programs.  The System Office provides coordination, policy work and technical support for the colleges to respond to the State’s need for effective, well-integrated programs in Early Childhood Education instruction and services throughout the State.  

Description:  Over 100 community colleges offer Child Development/Early Childhood instructional programs and the 2007 ARCC Systemwide Indicators listed this discipline having the highest overall number of certificates and degrees completed among vocational programs at community colleges.  Over 100 colleges offer essential services through their campus children’s centers to low-income students, who rely on these services to access higher education.  The System Office provides leadership and coordination, technical assistance, and support for integration of instruction and children’s centers on campus.  Our office collaborates and works closely with many state agencies and organizations in the area of child development/early childhood education (i.e. Child Development Division/Department of Education, the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, California Department of Social Services/Child Care and Community Care Licensing).  
Appropriations for 2007-08:  Early Childhood instructional programs are funded through FTES and many campuses apply for grants to support student needs in these programs; campus children’s centers must rely on multiple sources of funds that may include subsidized contracts with the state, tax bail-out funds, college funds, fees, and limited federal funds to serve children of low-income student parents.  The System Office has oversight for $15 million in CalWORKs program funds designated for child care services, but these funds are not always expended at the campus center. 

Students Served:  It is estimated that annually more than 100,000 students are enrolled in child development instructional programs and more than 10,000 children of student parents are served in campus children’s centers.

Eligibility Criteria:   Child Development instructional programs are among the top enrolled disciplines in the system. For 2006-07, Child Development ranked as the second highest Career Technical Program in terms of number of awards (certificates and degrees) earned in the community colleges.  Practicum students and low-income student parents are the primary focus of the campus children’s centers at 100 colleges.

Critical Issues:  a) Funds for campus children’s centers are not adequate to meet the need, causing many colleges to eliminate needed services – this has negatively impacted instructional programs and low-income students needing this service to attend college; b) community colleges need to prepare for significant changes in early childhood teacher preparation workforce requirements being proposed in various local and state initiatives and their involvement is critical to preserve access to higher education for diverse students in this field.  The Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) is a statewide, faculty-led effort to create a beginning level common core of 24 units within each community college early childhood education program that will lead to program articulation with other 2-year colleges and many CSU campuses.

