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Community Colleges

Foster and Kinship Care Education/Independent Living Programs

State Advisory Committee

Purpose of the State Advisory Committee
In 1984, the Foster and Kinship Care Education/Independent Living Programs State Advisory Committee was established by the Chancellor’s Office to act in an advisory capacity to the Chancellor’s Office Foster and Kinship Care Education Program and Foundation for the California Community College Independent Living Program (Foundation).  The Committee was established in partnership to promote collaboration and share information.  Over time, the Committee’s membership has expanded to include a variety of stakeholders in the foster/kinship care arena.  In 1995, the State Advisory Committee adopted a mission to provide guidance and direction for its future activities.  The Committee’s mission is:

To ensure that foster and kinship care providers and staff have adequate opportunities to develop competencies, skills and abilities to provide safe, healthy and nurturing home environments for foster children in their care.  To advocate for the provision of foster and kinship care services to meet the needs of foster children, and foster and probation youth in out of home care and their biological families, including transition services that involve emancipation preparation and permanency planning.

The objectives of the State Advisory Committee are to:

· Advise the Chancellor’s Office and The Foundation on the needs and issues of foster parents, kinship care providers, foster children, and foster and probation youth that may impact the format and content of the education and training provided to these populations through FKCE and ILP.

· Create a forum for organizations that work with foster and kinship care families to share pertinent information that may impact the success of youth and children in the foster care system, focusing specifically on the education and training needs of both the care providers and foster and probation youth;

· Ensure that foster and kinship care providers have adequate opportunities to develop competencies, skills and abilities to provide safe, healthy and nurturing home environments for foster children and youth in their care.

· Advocate for the provision of foster and kinship care services to meet the needs of foster children, foster and probation youth in out of home care, and their biological families, including emancipation preparation and permanency planning.

· Contribute knowledge and understanding of foster and kinship care issues through active participation in the State Advisory Committee.

· Foster collaboration and communication among key foster care system stakeholders who serve on the State Advisory Committee.

The Value of Committee Membership

Through active participation and involvement in the FKCE/ILP State Advisory Committee, it is anticipated that committee members will:

· Increase their awareness of resources that are available to help ensure successful outcomes for foster parents, kinship care providers, foster children, and foster and probation youth.

· Share their perspectives and insights to help shape the provision of education and training to foster parents, kinship care providers, and foster and probation youth.

· Receive up-to-date information about the programs and services available to foster parents, kinship care providers, and foster and probation youth.

· Enhance and enrich the services offered to foster parents, kinship care providers, and foster and probation youth through collaboration and sharing of information.

· Exchange information across organizational lines so that all committee members may enhance their understanding and gain a greater awareness of the issues and needs of foster children, and foster and probation youth.

· Coordinate and leverage the provision of services, particularly education, to foster parents, kinship care providers, foster children, and foster and probation youth.

· Establish and foster collaborative relationships and partnerships among committee member organizations.

· Increase awareness of how other programs provide services to foster parents, kinship care providers, and foster children and youth so that committee members may gain a greater understanding of how other program issues and services may impact their respective program.

Meeting Schedule

· The State Advisory Committee typically meets two times per year.
Membership Sunset Timeframes

Two Years

Membership Selection and Appointment Process

Members are selected and appointed through the following process:

· Member organizations receive a letter and phone call from the Chancellor's Office and The Foundation inviting them to recommend a representative(s) to the State Advisory Committee based on vacancies within categories.

· Once selected, appointees will receive a letter from Chancellor's Office, signed by both the FKCE program coordinator and the ILP program manager, welcoming and confirming their participation in the Committee (they will also be provided with a committee member information package).

Chancellor’s Office and The Community College Foundation Staff

COCCC and The Foundation staff provide support to and coordinate the logistics of the State Advisory Committee.  The staff are:

	Chancellor’s Office FKCE Program
	
	Foundation for California Community Colleges – YESS CA ILP

	· Lucy Berger, Program Coordinator 

· Patricia Macias-Najar, Specialist

· Carolyn F. Norman, Program Assistant II
	
	· Collen Ammerman
· Carmen Loflin



