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February 1, 2008
TO:
Financial Aid Directors


Real Estate Education Coordinators

FROM:
Linda Michalowski, Vice Chancellor


Student Services and Special Programs

SUBJECT:
2007-2008 Bob Bruss Community College Real Estate Scholarship

Synopsis:  The Chancellor’s Office is pleased to announce the funding of a new scholarship in memory of a much-respected community college real estate instructor, Bob Bruss.  Robert Bruss, Esq. was a long-time real estate law instructor at the College of San Mateo.  He was a nationally syndicated real estate columnist and adviser who counseled countless real estate buyers and sellers and educated the public and his students on real estate law issues.  He graduated from Northwestern University with a business degree and received his law degree from UC Hastings College of Law.

The Chancellor’s Office has received $1,500 to fund 2 scholarships in Bob Bruss’ name for the 2007-08 academic year in the amount of $750 each.  The application period is February 1, 2008 to March 31, 2008.  The Financial Aid Office or Scholarship Office must determine eligibility and forward eligible applications and any necessary supporting documents to the Chancellor’s Office to be received by April 7, 2008.
Eligible students must: (1) be pursuing an Associate Degree in Real Estate; (2) have completed one 3 unit Real Estate class with a minimum GPA of 2.0 in a term PRIOR TO the 2007-08 academic year; (3) have completed and/or enrolled in a minimum of 6 real estate units for each term of the 2007-08 academic year; (4) meet income standards based upon household size as delineated in the Scholarship Eligibility Guidelines or have unmet need after the completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); (5) submit a letter of recommendation from a community college real estate instructor; (6) write a one page, typed statement discussing how real estate law protects both buyers and sellers.
The scholarship application period is set for February 1, 2008-March 31, 2008 by which students must submit their Bob Bruss Community College Real Estate Scholarship Application to their local community college Financial Aid Office.  The Financial Aid Office must determine eligibility and forward the Real Estate Scholarship Invoice to Richard Quintana, Student Financial Assistance Programs, Chancellor’s Office, to be received by April 7, 2008.  

In order to facilitate the processing of the scholarship applications, it is necessary that verification of the applicant’s Associate Degree in Real Estate major, the first 3 unit Real Estate class completion and a copy of the current academic year term real estate course enrollment verification accompany the Scholarship Application.  Additionally, the Scholarship Invoice and a copy of the letter of recommendation and the statement on real estate law must be submitted to the Chancellor’s Office on or before the deadline date.  Upon receipt of these documents, the Chancellor’s Office will submit a claim for payment to the State Controller.  The State Controllers Office will mail the check to the college within four to six weeks after it receives the claim.

Students who applied for and were awarded a 2007-08 Community College Real Estate Endowment Fund Scholarship in an amount of either $400 or $800 are eligible to apply for the Bob Bruss Scholarship provided they meet eligibility criteria and have remaining unmet financial need.

Action Requested:  Please publicize the availability of the Bob Bruss Community College Real Estate Scholarship to all interested students pursuing an Associate Degree in Real Estate.  You may duplicate as many copies of the Scholarship Application and Guidelines as needed.  

Contact:  Please contact Richard Quintana, Student Financial Assistance Programs Specialist, Chancellor’s Office at  rquintan@cccco.edu or (916) 324-0925 if you have any questions.

[image: image1.png]