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Three State Legislators Honored by the California Community Colleges
Assemblymembers Warren Furutani, Marty Block and Ira Ruskin Receive Awards
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – The California Community Colleges Chancellor Jack Scott, Board of Governors President Debbie Malumed and members of the Board of Governors honored three California legislators during the May 2010 board meeting who have supported the community colleges through key legislation and by showing leadership on challenging higher education issues. 
“This year we are recognizing three outstanding legislators,” said Chancellor Scott.  “These award recipients are committed advocates for the California Community Colleges during tough fiscal times.  There are many competing priorities but these legislators have stood by the colleges and worked diligently on behalf of our students.”
The Chancellor’s Distinguished Service Award is given to members of the Legislature who have been dedicated leaders and supporters of the community colleges.  Chancellor Scott presented Assemblymember Marty Block (D-San Diego) and Assemblymember Ira Ruskin (D-Redwood City) with the award.  
“Assemblymember Marty Block is passionate about education issues,” said Chancellor Scott.  “He has served in numerous educational leadership posts throughout his professional career and has been an enthusiastic supporter of the community colleges.  This year he is the author of a major bill for our system that establishes a statewide online common assessment method.  This important measure takes a major step in bringing a common assessment system to the California Community Colleges and is critical to increasing student success.
“Assemblymember Ira Ruskin has been a long time friend and supporter of the California Community Colleges.  He has authored many bills that have been beneficial to our colleges over the past several years, including legislation that improves access for deaf and hearing impaired students in California’s public colleges and universities.  He also authored legislation which aims to save students money by increasing the availability of free online college course materials like copyright-expired textbooks, video materials and software,” concluded Scott.

The Board of Governors Legislator of the Year award is given to one outstanding legislator who has gone to extreme measures to author numerous pieces of key community college legislation, consistently advocates on 
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behalf of the system’s budget needs and assists in addressing major issues concerning the community colleges.  Board of Governors President Debbie Malumed presented the high honor to Assemblymember Warren Furutani (D-South Los Angeles County). 
“Assemblymember Furutani definitely understands the value of the community colleges,” said Board of Governors President Debbie Malumed.  “He created the Community College Legislative Caucus that highlights community college issues and develops a strong base of support for the community colleges within the Legislature.  
“His strong leadership also resulted in the California Nisei College Diploma Project which confers an honorary college degree to Japanese Americans, living or deceased, who were forced to put their education on hold and sacrifice employment opportunities while they were interned in camps during World War II.  I’m pleased community colleges are bestowing these honorary degrees to so many deserving Californians.
“Assemblymember Furutani is also chairperson of the Assembly Select Committee on Workforce Development.  He has held numerous hearings focusing on strengthening and expanding community college career technical education programs,” stated Malumed.  
The California Community Colleges is the largest system of higher education in the nation.  The 112 colleges serve 2.9 million students annually and represent the full diversity of the state.  “Our enrollments are surging because Californians are looking for new training and educational opportunities to seek stable employment and succeed in the workplace,” said Chancellor Scott.  “I deeply appreciate these state leaders for their enthusiastic support of our system and for their tireless efforts on behalf of our students.” 
The California Community Colleges is the largest system of higher education in the nation composed of 72 districts and 112 colleges serving 2.9 million students per year.  Community colleges supply workforce training and basic skills education and prepare students for transfer to four-year institutions.  The Chancellor’s Office provides leadership, advocacy and support under the direction of the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges.
###
