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Nsssssss
What You Can Do To Support the California Community Colleges

1. The Community colleges urge you to continue protecting the colleges’ capacity to meet critical workforce needs of the state. High unemployment and reduced access to four-year institutions are driving a dramatic surge in demand for a community college education.  Despite steps taken in the state budget to protect access to the community colleges, this enrollment demand is far outstripping available funding. Currently the colleges are serving more than 37,000 unfunded FTES.  In headcount, this represents approximately more than 100,000 students for whom we are not being funded to serve.  This $165 million shortfall is placing great strain on the colleges as they attempt to serve the students arriving at their doors.    


2. The Community Colleges urge your support for a permanent statutory solution to address the property tax shortfall problem.   Based on current estimates, community colleges expect to experience a shortfall of approximately $33 million this year.  This translates into an additional mid-year budget cut for the colleges and will result in reduced resources available to meet the demand for classes and services.  


3. The Community Colleges urge you to maintain low students fee, fully fund the Entitlement and Competitive Cal Grant Programs, and support Congressional efforts to provide additional resources to help students pay for college.   Community colleges enroll many of the lowest income students in the state and job losses are swelling their ranks. Recent actions by Congress to approve an increase of $500 for the maximum Federal Pell Grant award and expansion of the educational tax credits to include books and educational materials will help community college students but even more is needed.   The House Omnibus Appropriations bill includes $10 million for a statewide textbook rental program pilot grant authorized in the Higher Education Opportunity Act.  Approval of this program could help California students defray rising book costs.  


4. Please support two sponsored bills by the Board of Governors that help former foster youth and disabled students pursue a higher education.   AB 669 (Fong) simplifies residency determination to support former foster youth in pursuing their educational goals. The bill exempts former foster youth from reliance on their parent’s address for purposes of establishing residency to enroll in college.  AB 386 (Ruskin) adds closed caption audio-visual works to the list of instructional materials that are required to be made accessible to students with disabilities.  Both these measures make important changes for students without any fiscal impact. 
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