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OCTOBER FEDERAL UPDATE

Senate Action: 
The DREAM Act (S. 2205) by Senator Durbin was defeated 52-44 in the Senate on October 24, 2007.  Sixty votes were needed for passage.

S. 1710  Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations measure

On October 25, the Senate reversed President Bush’s cuts to education, health research and grants to local communities by a 75-19 vote on its education spending bill, which may likely be the first of the fiscal 2008 spending bills to move out of Congress.  It must be reconciled with a companion House measure passed in July before it can move to the President.  The Senate appointed the following conferees to the budget conference committee:  Senators Harkin; Inouye; Kohl; Murray; Landrieu; Durbin; Reed; Lautenberg; Byrd; Specter; Cochran; Gregg; Craig; Hutchison; Stevens; Shelby; Domenici.
Republicans offered no amendments with substantial cuts to this measure, which appropriates over $600 billion, exceeding the President’s budget by $10 billion.  It restores most of the President’s cuts, making 08 appropriations for the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, providing critical funding for the federal student aid and institutional assistance programs, as well as other priorities, such as:  Pell Grants, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, TRIO, GEAR UP, Perkins Basic State Grants, Adult Basic Education, Strengthening Institutions, international education, and workforce training (Community-Based Job Training Grants).   Mirroring the House Appropriations measure (H.R. 3043), the Senate is proposing $25 million for the Perkins Basic State Grant program in FY 2008.     **A veto threat still looms as the President had pointed out during his signing of H.R. 2669, the Education Reconciliation bill, in September, that certain funding gaps still exist and that he looks forward to working with Congress to fix this problem and ensure the programs are fully funded with other offsets.
House Action:  

Higher Education Act (HEA):  

The current HEA Extension is slated to sunset on Wednesday, October 31.  House Education and Labor Chair George Miller introduced the Third Higher Education Extension Act of 2007 (H.R. 3927), which extends the HEA for six months.  It is the third extension this year (the tenth in total), and it is expected ted that the extension will be “clean” with no amendments or modifications to current law. 

HEA Reauthorization: 

On October 4, Ranking Republican member Howard “Buck” McKeon (R-CA) and higher education subcommittee Ranking Member, Ric Keller (R-FL) introduced a new Republican proposal for reauthorizing the HEA -- The College Access and Opportunity Act, H.R. 3746, which contains some provisions that are similar to House Republicans’ prior reauthorization package, H.R. 609, by addressing issues such as transparency in college tuition pricing, accreditation reforms and simplification of the financial aid application process. 
Anne McKinney

Asst. Vice Chancellor, Federal Government Relations

916-445-1780

Page 1
_____________________
state of California

California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office
1102 Q street | Sacramento, CA | 95814-6511 | (916) 445-8752 | http://www.cccco.edu

[image: image1.jpg]