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Background

For some colleges, particularly those in rural areas, there is often a limited pool of individuals who meet minimum qualifications in certain disciplines, and this may impede a college’s ability to offer a comprehensive curriculum. It is a frequently cited concern that in the more isolated areas of the state, it is unusual to find individuals with minimum qualifications in the wide array of disciplines common to the general education course offerings for lower division coursework. One strategy adopted by several colleges is to grant a single-course equivalency for an instructor to teach a specific course. The Academic Senate is firmly opposed to the concept of a single-course equivalency as 
title 5 sets out minimum qualifications for disciplines and not single courses, and at the current time, the System Office has issued a legal opinion that granting single-course equivalencies is not in compliance with title 5 regulations. In addition, there is, in fact, no current process for determining minimum qualifications for a single course on which to base such an equivalency.
Up to the present, the discussion has focused on minimum qualifications and the concept of a single-course equivalency.  However, it seems that it would be fruitful to discuss whether there are viable options between the granting of full-discipline equivalency and single-course equivalency which maintain the spirit and integrity of the current processes for the use of minimum qualifications. 

Proposal
A working group from Consultation Council should be formed, comprised
of representatives from all interested groups, to discuss and assess potentially viable options. As an academic and professional matter, the working group should be chaired by the Academic Senate, and any proposal that comes from the working group would require review and approval by the faculty.
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Digest means an item that has been through internal review of the Chancellor's Office and the review entities. The item now has form and substance, and is officially "entered into Consultation." The Council reviews the item and provides advice to the Chancellor.











