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Patrick Perry, Vice Chancellor, Technology, Research, and Information Systems Division
Issue:  At the November meeting of Consultation Council, issues arose regarding CSU’s Lower Division Transfer Pattern (LDTP) for transfer to CSU, and recent legislative interest in potential transfer legislation.  In response, we are providing this update to inform the Council on the status community college transfer issues and activities.
Lower-Division Transfer Patterns (LDTP):  The current focus of CSU regarding LDTP seems to be on LDTP as an efficient path to transfer, with a more realistic appreciation for the complexities of implementing this effort.  
Since the inception of LDTP, the community colleges have expressed a number of concerns about its implementation, including the lack of community college involvement in the development of course descriptors, the low approval rate of course outlines submitted for LDTP, the addition of prerequisites in certain disciplines and the effect of LDTP on existing articulation.  In an acknowledgement of CCC concerns and an understanding that LDTP will be difficult to implement without CCC participation, CSU has agreed to expand the LDTP Advisory Committee membership to include greater CCC representation.  In addition, the teams charged with developing future LDTP descriptors will now include three CSU instructional discipline faculty, one CCC instructional discipline faculty, one CSU articulation officer and one CCC articulation officer.  Also, an intersegmental faculty workgroup has met to address specific CCC faculty concerns, including the effect of LDTP on existing articulation.    A separate committee, consisting of five CSU and five CCC faculty discipline representatives will convene specifically to address issues in the economics discipline.  
Budget Impact on Transfer Enrollment: Although transfer applications are up for both UC and CSU, both segments anticipate that their enrollments for upper division transfers will likely remain unchanged for academic year 2008-09.   Due to over enrollment in 2007-2008, CSU expects to reduce total enrollments for 2008- 09 by 10,000 students.  To achieve this goal, CSU campuses were instructed to cease accepting applications from first-time freshman after February 1, 2008, and to stop admitting lower division transfer applicants as well as upper division transfer applicants not fully eligible for admission.   Seven of the CSU campuses that are under enrolled will be exempt from these restrictions (Bakersfield, Dominguez Hills, Monterey Bay, San Bernardino, Sacramento, Humboldt, and Fresno).  In addition, CSU anticipates a 10 percent fee increase that could have an effect on community college students considering transfer to the CSU.   Due to limited UC growth dollars (2.5 percent) for new students, UC faces the possibility of turning away a greater number of freshman applicants, thereby increasing the number of students who may choose to attend a community college instead.   How the budget situation will ultimately effect the availability of transfer slots is yet unknown.
Senator Padilla:  Following Senator’s Padilla recent hearing on transfer, his staff has indicated an interest in providing community college students with multiple opportunities for identifying and updating their educational goal.  The Chancellor’s Office staff will be evaluating feasible options to address this interest, including the possibility of allowing students to update their goal as part of the registration process.  In addition, staff will identify for Senator Padilla the anticipated costs of follow-up with all students who declare transfer as their goal. 

CCC Transfer & Articulation Grants:  Work continues on several CCC-sponsored efforts to improve transfer and articulation, including the C-ID grant, the Transfer Awareness grant and the Transfer Research grant.  The Transfer Counselor Web Site, an exciting new tool designed specifically to assist community college counselors has already been launched and is receiving positive reviews.
Articulation System Stimulating Inter-Institutional Student Transfer (ASSIST): An intersegmental workgroup, comprised of system office and academic senate representatives from each segment, recently came to consensus on clarifying ASSIST’s function as a repository of articulation agreements that can be used for multiple purposes to meet the distinct needs of each segment, and on how to proceed with the modernizing of ASSIST.  A major piece of the group’s  effort includes the agreement by UC, CSU and the community colleges on a new ASSIST governance structure that provides more direct oversight of the ASSIST Office, and that will help to facilitate the development of a new technology infrastructure for the project.
Transfer Action Plan Group (APG):  The Chancellor’s Office will convene the Transfer APG in early 2008 and develop a work plan by September 2008.  

Current Trends in Transfer. The Accountability Report for Community Colleges (ARCC) has identified the most recent annual volumes of transfer between CCC’s and other four-year segments (see attached).  More detailed information on recent transfer activity will be presented.
Digest means an item that has been through internal review of the Chancellor's Office and the review entities. The item now has form and substance, and is officially "entered into Consultation." The Council reviews the item and provides advice to the Chancellor.
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