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Summary:  AB 1754 would require the Chancellor of the California Community Colleges to review the grade changing policies of at least 6 community colleges and to identify best practices. The bill would also require the chancellor to report his or her findings and conclusions to the Governor and the chairpersons of designated legislative policy committees no later than June 1, 2010.
Background Regarding Academic Policies:  The California Community Colleges each develop their own local policies to prevent people from making unauthorized student grade changes. These policies and procedures vary from district to district. The grade changing issue emerged last year when it was discovered that there were numerous unauthorized student grade changes at Diablo Valley College.  Since that time, the campus has taken several actions to provide safeguards protecting against this type of activity in the future. The college has now developed and implemented new grade-changing policies and procedures.  The college also has participated in a thorough internal administrative investigation and an external criminal investigation.  

Policy Analysis: This bill directs the Chancellor’s Office to review the grade changing policies of an equal number of community colleges districts in northern, central, and southern California. Upon completion of this review, the chancellor shall submit a report detailing his or her findings and conclusions to the Governor, the Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Education, and the Chairperson of the Assembly Committee on Higher Education no later than June 1, 2010.

Fiscal Analysis:  Collecting, analyzing, and reporting the results of current practices in 6 districts will require some additional workload for the Chancellor’s Office at a time when the agency is considering budget cuts.

Argument FOR:  The legislation highlights best practices in averting situations such as what occurred at Diablo Valley College   By gleaning the best practices from throughout the system, a model of standards can be developed by the Chancellor’s Office and made available on an advisory basis for college looking to strengthen their policies. 

Argument AGAINST:  There are 72 community college districts with varying policies regarding grade management. The problem at Diablo Valley College was an isolated issue. All colleges have local protocols and protections against this type of problem.

