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SB 272

          Date of Hearing:   June 19, 2007

                       ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

                              Anthony Portantino, Chair

                      SB 272 (Runner) - As Amended:  May 8, 2007

SENATE VOTE:   38-0

SUBJECT:  Public postsecondary education: Armed Forces service

SUMMARY:   Requires California Community Colleges (CCC) and the California State University (CSU), and requests the University of California (UC), to give priority enrollment in classes to any member or former member of the armed services for the first academic term attended at one of these institutions if the student enrolls and begins classes within two years of leaving active duty.  This requirement only applies to campuses that already have priority enrollment programs.

EXISTING LAW:

1) Requires the CSU and the CCC, and requests the UC, to establish, and update as necessary, a written policy concerning students who are called to active military service, as specified.  

2) Grants to qualifying members of the National Guard, the State Military Reserve, and the Naval Militia an entitlement to academic leave when active duty, as defined, interrupts college attendance for the purpose of pursuing an undergraduate degree.

FISCAL EFFECT:  The Senate Appropriations Committee estimates $65,000 in General Fund costs to CCC.  Costs to UC and CSU are considered minor and absorbable.

COMMENTS:   Background:  In the 2005-06 school year, 206 students took a military withdrawal from the CCC system.  There are 2,010 active duty personnel from Miramar, Pendleton, Barstow, San Diego, and Twenty-nine Palms attending a CCC, CSU, or UC campus.  

Need for this bill:  According to the author, "Students called away from school for military duties fall behind on their studies because of time away.  Upon return, oftentimes late class registration times prevent them from receiving the classes they need, which causes the active duty student to fall further behind in his or her studies."  Further, the author states, “Veterans should be encouraged to seek college educations, and this measure may help provide an incentive.  Historical precedent for encouraging military members to attend college was set when the federal government enacted the GI bill.  Military veterans oftentimes develop a great degree of maturity, life experience, knowledge, and motivation that will benefit institutions of higher education.  It will be to the advantage of California colleges and universities to encourage these motivated men and women to attend."  

Priority registration enrollment:  Priority registration enrollment decisions are made at the campus level at all segments.  It does not appear that such priority is offered to active or former members of the military by the UC or the CCC.   The CSU indicates that its campuses currently provide priority enrollment for classes to recent military members.  It is this policy that this measure seeks to enact for all public postsecondary institutions in California.

Suggested amendment: To avoid confusion between priority enrollment for admission and for courses, staff suggests the following amendment:

Page 2, line 7:  that system for registration enrollment in classes to any member or former 
REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support 

None on file.

Opposition 

None on file.

