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Background

The California Community Colleges replaced its former credentialing system with a system of minimum qualifications in 1990.

For instructors of credit courses, the minimum qualifications are:

· For academic disciplines, a master’s degree in the discipline or a bachelor’s degree in the discipline and a master’s degree in a reasonably related discipline.

· For disciplines in which a master’s is not generally expected or available (vocational disciplines), any bachelor’s degree and two years of professional experience, or any associate degree and six years of professional experience.
To define which degrees are  “reasonably related,” and to place disciplines into master’s degree and non-master’s degree categories, the Board of Governors is required, by Education Code section 87357, to adopt lists of disciplines, relying primarily upon the advice and judgment of the Academic Senate.

The Board adopted the original disciplines list in July 1989, and adopted amendments in 1990, 1991, 1993, 1996, 1999, 2002 and 2005.

The Academic Senate undertook a review process during 2006-07 to determine what changes, if any, were needed to bring the disciplines list up to date.  Local academic senates, colleges and districts, students, other interested parties, and System Office staff were solicited for recommendations to change the disciplines list.  A total of eight (8) proposed changes were received and considered by the Academic Senate’s Executive Committee.  The Committee held hearings during its plenary sessions to give proponents of the suggested changes an opportunity to defend their proposals and for opposition to be heard.  Subsequent to the hearings, the Executive Committee’s recommendations were presented to the full Academic Senate for consideration.

One resolution relating to the disciplines lists was approved.  Those recommendations that failed to be forwarded to the full Senate were either withdrawn during the process or lacked support.

Proposal

The proposed revision to the disciplines lists was adopted by the full Academic Senate in April 2007.  A complete timeline of the review process is provided in Attachment I.
The proposed revision is summarized below:

Master’s degrees in Marriage and Family Therapy and Marriage, Family and Child Counseling are added to the list of Master’s Degrees for the Counseling discipline.

The proposed revision reflects the additional degree titles that prepare one to be a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist.  All such degrees are a minimum of a two-year Master’s degree.

Human resources staff and other college officials use the disciplines list extensively as a guide when making determinations of fitness and qualification of applicants for employment in faculty positions in the districts.  Districts will continue to enjoy a significant degree of flexibility, provided that agreement exists between the local board and academic senate, in how they place courses into disciplines for minimum qualification purposes, and in their use of “equivalency” hiring.
Recommended Action

That the Consultation Council recommends approval of the revision to the Counseling discipline in the Disciplines Lists.
Digest means an item that has been through internal review of the Chancellor's Office and the review entities. The item now has form and substance, and is officially "entered into Consultation." The Council reviews the item and provides advice to the Chancellor.
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