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What are

Open Educational Resources?

High quality educational content and tools

Freely available from the internet, 
anytime, anywhere

Available in multiple languages

Sharable

Usable and re-usable



Benefits of OER

Lowers the costs of 

educational 

materials

for students



Benefits of OER

Fosters pedagogical innovation 

and relevance that avoids

ñteaching from the textbookò



Benefits of OER

Gives faculty 

tools to gain 

control over 

learning content 

and delivery



Benefits of OER

ÅShare and remix 

learning materials for 

customized and 

localized use 

ÅFast feedback loop on 

quality and relevance of 

learning materials => 

continual improvement 

and rapid development 



What are Open Textbooks?

Openly-licensed (Creative Commons) textbooks offered 

online by its author(s) 

Open license sets open textbooks apart from traditional 

textbooks by allowing users to read online, download, or 

print the book at no cost

Licensed in a way that grants a baseline set of rights to 

users that are less restrictive than standard copyright

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e1/Copyright-serif.svg/354px-Copyright-serif.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Copyright-serif.svg&usg=__nh85YkwwZ2vk4j37VBD78WMeLo4=&h=354&w=354&sz=13&hl=en&start=1&sig2=FFFlCl6Y0Toh7EacsxF3Ug&tbnid=MUiVcesj8YS_nM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&ei=CXaTSe-5BILYsAPHmoW0Cw&prev=/images?q=copyright&gbv=2&hl=en


What are Open Textbooks?

Minimum baseline rights usually allow 

users to:

Use the textbook without charge

Copy the textbook, with appropriate credit to the 

author 

Distribute the textbook non-commercially 

Many authors also grant rights to:

Add, remove or alter content in the textbook

Copy and distribute the textbook without 

giving credit to the author 

Use the textbook commercially



Open Textbooks
Over 200 open textbooks identified, 

catalogued, and listed on CCCOER 

site and in MERLOT Collection

http://publications.nigms.nih.gov/medbydesign/medbydesign.pdf
http://www.nano.umn.edu/nnin_opentext/contents.jsp


Adopters of 

Collaborative Statistics

Fall 2008
De Anza College

San Diego Mesa College

SUNY Purchase

CSU Dominguez Hills

University of Colorado

Winter/Spring 2009
De Anza College

San Diego Mesa College

Fredrick Community College

Los Rios College

Sacramento City College

University of Toledo

SUNY Purchase

Arkansas Tech University

Virginia Tech University

St. Maryôs Collegiate and Voc. 

Institute

Estimated savings of 

$60,583 - $94,000 for

De Anza College 

students each quarter



Online 

version

Download 

and print

Buy hard 

copy

Online 

View


