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January 2, 2001

TO:

Chief Instructional Officers

FROM:
Victoria P. Morrow, Vice Chancellor



Educational Services and Economic Development

SUBJECT:
Repeatability of Vocational Courses

The Curriculum Standards and Instructional Services (CSIS) unit within this division has revised its working interpretation of the course repeatability regulations in regard to vocational courses.

Although districts have not been required, since 1993, to obtain the approval of the Chancellor's Office to designate courses as repeatable, CSIS has been relying on an interpretation originally made before then.  CSIS has said, when asked by several colleges, that vocational courses should not be designated as repeatable under the intent of Title 5, Section 58161.  This position has also been applied by CSIS in some program approval actions where the issue of repeatability for the courses within the program has arisen.  The interpretation has been based on the idea that the course content does not differ each time a vocational course is offered, as required by the regulation.
Recently, in response to a number of applications for approval of stand-alone courses, the unit has rethought this position and has approved certain vocational courses designated as repeatable, with my concurrence.  This memo is to ensure that all colleges are aware of the new position we are taking on the issue.
Our revised position and advice to districts is that vocational courses may be locally evaluated for possible designation as repeatable, in the same way as fine and performing arts or physical education courses, according to the language of Title 5, Section 58161.  That is, if there is a reasonable contention that the course content differs each time a certain vocational course is offered, and if the other standards spelled out in the regulation are fulfilled, then there is nothing to prevent a vocational course from being designated as repeatable.  Each course should be evaluated in light of its individual circumstances.
Section 58161 defines when State apportionment may be collected for repetition of courses in various categories.  There are also provisions in Title 5, Sections 55761-55763 that define when course repetition is allowable for academic credit.  Nothing in our interpretation of those regulations has changed.
If there are any questions about this issue, please contact Charlie Klein, Specialist in Academic Planning, at (916) 322-6888, fax (916) 324-6069, or e-mail to cklein@cccco.edu.
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