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Issue

This item describes the number and types of new instructional programs approved by the System Office during a 30-month period.  It also discusses some issues and future directions concerning the credit program and course approval function.
Background

The California Education Code requires the Board of Governors to review and approve all new credit educational programs and stand-alone courses.  The Board has delegated this responsibility to the System Office and has requested a periodic report.  The last such report was presented to the Board in March 2005.   It covered 18 months, from January 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004.
Educational program approval continues to be carried out by the Instructional Programs and Services unit in the Academic Affairs Division.  The current report provides detail on programs submitted for approval from July 1, 2004 through December 31, 2006, a period of 30 months. 
Analysis

Credit Program Approvals July 1, 2004 – December 31, 2006
A total of 465 applications for credit programs were received from July 1, 2004 through December 31, 2006.   Detailed analysis of program approval activity is included in the attached appendix, Report on Instructional Program Approval, July 1, 2004 – December 31, 2006.  Some relevant statistics are summarized here:
· Ninety-one percent (423 applications) of applications received in the 30-month period were approved.   
· In 2006, 163 applications were submitted.  This number is only 58 percent of the number of applications submitted in 2003 (283 applications) as reported previously to the Board of Governors in March 2005. 
· Since January 1, 2006, no program applications have been denied.  Six applications are still pending: one of these may be denied as a result of proposed changes in degree requirements in Title 5 § 55806; and the other five applications are waiting for colleges to submit addenda that will provide approval signatures or documentation of transferability. 
· In the previous report, the percentage of “occupational only” programs was almost 60 percent of all programs approved in 2003-2004.  In comparison, new “occupational only” programs approved in 2005-2006 decreased to 46. 5 percent.  
· “Transfer only” programs were reported as 29 percent of the programs approved in 2003-2004.  The percentage in 2005-2006 of “transfer only” programs increased to 37 percent. 
· The percentages of “degree only” and “both certificate and degree” programs approved in 2005-2006 were 41 percent for “degree only” and 33 percent for a combination.  This means that 263 programs (72 percent) were approved to award an associate degree, which reflects the increase in “transfer only” programs.  
· The percentages of “certificate only” and “both certificate and degree” programs approved over this two-year period were 28 percent for “certificate only” awards and 33 percent for a combination.  This means that 217 programs (59. 6 percent) were approved to award a certificate of achievement that requires 18 or more semester (27 or more quarter) units and System Office approval.  
· “Low-unit” certificates require fewer than 18 semester (or 27 quarter) units and do not require System Office approval.  Colleges reported that 385 “low-unit” certificates were approved by local governing boards in 2005-2006.  This was 77 percent more than the number of certificates of achievement that were approved by the System Office in the same time period. 
· During the report period, 18 apprenticeship approval applications were received, and 14 were approved.  The remaining four applications are still pending approval from the Division of Apprenticeship Standards, which is required prior to System Office approval. 
Discipline Areas of New Programs

The T.O.P. (Taxonomy of Programs) disciplines with the most applications over the 30-month period are:
· Engineering and Industrial Technologies—18 percent (84 applications)

· Family and Consumer Sciences—12 percent (55 applications)

· Public and Protective Services – 10. 5 percent (49 applications)

· Health—8 percent (35 applications)

· Information Technology—8 percent (35 applications)

· Business and Management—7 percent (33 applications)

Credit Course Approval

The System Office has been required to review and approve not only programs, but also credit courses that are not part of an approved educational program (commonly called “stand-alone” courses).  Of the 1,020 applications received during the 30-month report period, 927 courses were approved, 87 applications for stand-alone course approval were either withdrawn or are still pending, and six were denied.  
In October 2006, Assembly Bill 1943 was passed, which temporarily allows the Chancellor to delegate responsibility for approving stand-alone credit courses to governing boards of districts that comply with guidelines prescribed by the Chancellor.  The System Office must carefully monitor credit course approval and report progress to the Legislature by 2012 in order for this regulation to continue after January 1, 2013.  Implementation of this local approval process will begin in fall 2007. 
Conclusion

The Report on Instructional Program Approval, July 1, 2004 – December 31, 2006, is attached for those who may wish more detailed information.  This report includes a discussion of current and future projects, including:
· System Advisory Committee on Curriculum (SACC) – This advisory committee provides an essential forum for systemwide discussion pertaining to curriculum and to inform System Office policies and practices related to curriculum, including course and program approvals, training the field about curriculum policies, and revision of title 5 and the Program and Course Approval Handbook. 
· Curriculum Reporting for the Community Colleges (CRCC) – This project, which began in October 2006 and continues through 2007, provides a web interface through which colleges can verify course detail data.  It will collect a new MIS data element that identifies program status of courses in order to meet the legislative accountability reporting requirements of AB 1943. 
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